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There is power in the stories… 

… and our Bible is full of them. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth… There are stories of 
relationships, hatred, jealousy, parables, dialogue; but an overall powerful storybook of the love of God for all 
of creation.  

As mothers and grandmothers, we know the power of the words read to our children and grandchildren (I read 
to my newly swaddled grandchild in the birthing room three and a half years ago). My granddaughter, Cora, 
now tells me a story, “Once upon a time…” Presbyterian Women’s Educate a Child campaign (a Justice and 
Peace issue) strengthens quality education for a million children in the US and around the world by 2020.     

PW believes in the power of the story… in their church circles and through their Horizons Bible study on 
Hebrews, they have been blessed with beautiful portrayals of women who have influenced others through their 
Christian witness. Take the time to read each of those one page moving tributes at the end of each lesson. 
God’s Promise: I Am with You, the 2018-19 Bible Study, will highlight stories of truth that God will be with us in 
good times and bad and never forsake us. Those studies are available to order now! 

Some stories are about dreams that come true, illustrating the power of inspiration. Helen McMasters 
(Milwaukee PWP) wrote a story, A Home, A New Start, about the Sable House that received a PW Thank 
Offering grant and still provides space for Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. This was featured in our award-
winning magazine for Presbyterian Women called the Horizons, along with a whole issue that covered the 
stories of nineteen women from the US who attended the 2017 Global Exchange to Indonesia. Sue Ingels was 
our Synod delegate and is now ready to share her story about building relationships. 

Presbyterian Women have so many opportunities to catch stories and some of the biggest are by attending the 
Churchwide Gathering (CWG) in August in Louisville, KY. While on the road, in the air, or traveling for hours in 
a car together, friendships are created through listening to each other’s stories. As you gather at the table at 
our Synod luncheon on Saturday afternoon (August 4), you will have a chance to share your experiences and 
joys of PW. The CWG will be packed with transformative and dynamic experiences from women of faith. Even 
the roommate(s) you dwell with during your stay will provide opportunity to end your day with more stories. Be 
prepared for a life-changing experience with your own story to tell when you return home! 

Your own story of influence can begin right now. Try one of these “story-starters”… “Why I give to PW…” “It all 
began with a woman named…”, “My first exposure to PW was…”, “In the next 30 years…”, “I love to tell the 
story of Jesus and his love…”, “Once upon a time…” 

See you in Louisville, 
Sue Kimball 

Moderator of the PW Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies Coordinating Team 

 
 
 
 

(Clip art credit to www.ryersonica)
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Mark your calendars: 
July 22-27, 2018 - Synod School in Storm Lake, IA  

August 1, 2018 -  PDA/PW Disaster Preparedness Training – Louisville, KY 

August 1-2, 2018 - PW business meeting for voting reps at Galt House in Louisville, KY 

August 2-5, 2018 - PW Churchwide Gathering at Galt House Hotel in Louisville, KY 

Oct 19-21, 2018 - PWSCT meets at Presbyterian Church of the Master in Omaha, NE 

April 5-7, 2019 - PWSCT meets in Boone/Ames, IA 

June 20-23, 2019 - PW Synod Gathering at Gateway Hotel and Conference Center, Ames, IA 

July 12-21, 2019 - USA Mission Experience in western New York - “Standing on the Shoulders of 
Empowered Women” 

October 2019 - PWSCT meeting TBA Consider a church in your presbytery and let us know! 
 

 PWPCT Devotions – Love – by Helen McMasters, Historian 

In Corinthians, we recall Paul telling us that Faith, Hope, & Love abide, but the greatest of these is love.  We 
also recall Christ telling his disciples to ‘love one another as I have loved you’.  What does it mean to love 
one another?  Is it enough to feel love for others?  As Presbyterian Women, we are very familiar with 
showing love through our missions.  Think of love as an action word.  How do we DO love?  One way is to 
speak love.  Seems simple and ineffective when first considered, but… Most of us express our love to 
family members, especially when taking leave.  But when is the last time you heard someone in your circle 
or at church say “I love you.”?  Those are powerful words.  We all know in our hearts that God loves us, but 
to hear it from another human gives it strength.  Take it one step further – when others are going through 
tough times we often say “I will pray for you”.  Think how much more powerful it would be if we added 
“because I love you”, or ”because God loves you and so do I”. 

We can become the voice of Christ.  We can also become the hands of Christ.  When the woman touched 
the hem of Christ’s garment, He felt a power, a strength leave him.  We can be a human touch for Christ.  
Babies need to be touched and cuddled.  Our culture has become so frightened of touch that children and 
the elderly no longer feel the touch of a friendly human, a touch of love.  We are willing to offer a hug to 
someone who is grieving, or to family at times of greeting or parting.  But when else do we reach out and 
deliberately touch one another?  That touch can be amazingly powerful.  Have you ever experienced 
holding the hand of someone on the verge of death?  I have.  Have you held the hand of someone about to 
go into surgery, or someone who has just received some bad news? You feel a power leave you through 
that hand clasp.  A nurse reached and held my hand as a young woman as I was about to undergo a 
medical procedure.  It was most comforting.  I received a power through that touch.   

Practice being Christ’s voice and hands in your circle and in your church and a miracle may happen.  You 
may accidentally begin building community, and that can be miraculous. 
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Reflecting On Light 

This month’s reflection is from Carol Winkler, PW’s 2015–
2018 Churchwide moderator. 

  

  

It’s amazing how light influences our attitude, our 
energy, our participation in life overall. Recently, 
while standing in the frigid-but-sunny parking lot 
waiting for preschool dismissal, everyone seemed 
so much chattier than on overcast frigid days. One 
mother commented that her daughter came 
bounding down the stairs in shorts earlier that 
morning because it was sunny. Then suddenly, 
the children were loose! Kids came bouncing out 

of school and jumped into our arms with excitement. The rare sunny day prompted a few to yell, 
“It’s summer!” The ride home was quite noisy with kids’ plans of afternoon activities that would 
have to be postponed until it really was summer. The grandkids’ excitement moved my thoughts to 
the sunny days of the PW Churchwide Gathering. 

After gray, cold winter days, the light of a sunny day is rejuvenating. In John 8, Jesus declares, “I 
am the world’s Light. No one who follows me stumbles around in the darkness. I provide plenty of 
light to live in” (The Message). Whether it is a sunny day or not, Christ is our light and his light is 
rejuvenating and inspiring. We rise each day with the opportunity to be a light to those we meet. 

When we gather this August at the PW Churchwide Gathering, we will celebrate being 
Presbyterian Women. We will declare that our light has come and that we answer God’s call to be 
the light through our PW Purpose. What a difference PW makes as we share Christ’s light to the 
world! 

 “Arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” 

================================================== 

God’s Promise: I Am with You  

“I will be with you.” 

“I am with you.” 

These words—God’s words to God’s people—convey a profound truth for God’s people. God 

is with us. Throughout 

scripture, God promises to accompany each of us throughout our lives and the lives of 

generations before and after us. 

“I will be with you.” 

“I am with you.” 

The 2018–2019 PW/Horizons Bible study, God’s Promise: I Am with You, takes readers on a journey through scripture 

to consider circumstances in which God articulated God’s promise of presence. This study does not delve deeply into 

manifestations of God’s presence—the tabernacle, the ark of the covenant, manna, the Temple, pillars of cloud and 

fire—but rather on God’s actual articulation of God’s promise. We will see anew that God offered these words of 

profound comfort and commitment to individuals and communities from the time of the patriarchs to that of the 

prophets; from the judges to the kings; before, during, and after the exile; into the New Testament and beyond, to the 

end of the age. During these nine lessons, we will discover how God’s promise speaks to our circumstances, as 

individuals and as a community. We will be encouraged to know of God’s presence with us wherever we find  

ourselves on this life’s journey—through uncertainty and discouragement; during trials and times of powerlessness; 

when we  seek God’s guidance and, yes, during our everyday lives. 
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Churchwide Gathering Information  

Speaker Spotlights 

Yolanda Pierce will bring 
the Word to our closing 
worship. Yolanda is dean 
of Howard University 
School of Divinity, and a 
respected educator and 
recipient of many awards 
and acclamations. She will 
preach on the scripture 
that guides the 2018 
Churchwide Gathering, 

Isaiah 60:1: “Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you” 
(NRSV). 
 
 
Yung Me Morris, first-generation Korean American 
and pastor, has had to 
navigate between cultures her 
whole life. Exploring the 
phrase, “Your light has come,” 
Yung Me will consider the 
topic of building an inclusive, 
caring community, and how 
we live into the words we so 
often pray: “Thy Kingdom 
come . . . on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 
 

 

 

 

 

Are you planning on going to the Gathering in Louisville and have room 

for others to go with you in your car, van or bus? It's always fun to travel 

with others who might appreciate a ride and it makes the trip shorter.  

Please share this opportunity with your Presbytery PW moderator- the 

number of women you could take and your contact information. Let's have 

a good showing of PW from the Synod of Lakes and Prairies in August! 
 

 

 

Attend the Lakes and Prairies 
Synod Luncheon at Churchwide. 

Five members of your Synod Coordinating 
Team have been hard at work planning a 
special Synod luncheon at the Churchwide 
Gathering which will be held Saturday, August 
4, 12 – 1:30 at the Galt House. 

A new twist to this year’s luncheon will be a 
focus on building bridges, strengthening 
relationships and sharing ideas. To that end 
we are not having a formal program/keynote 
speaker but have developed a plan to facilitate 
table discussions. The Synod Coordinating 
Team will be introduced along with Sue Ingels, 
our Synod’s 2017 Global Mission trip 
participant and all the Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistant trainers to start the event. 

Come join the fun, make new friends and 
strengthen the bonds of PW. We have several 
surprises in store for everyone so, come one, 
come all. 

PW of the Synod will be subsidizing half of the 
price of the luncheon. Everyone wishing to 
attend must register through the Churchwide 
registration form and pay the full price ($32). 
Our Synod PW treasurer will reimburse PWPs, 
who in turn will return the $16 per person. 

Members of the planning committee are: Sue 
Kimball, Kathleen Keefer, Judy Bell, Nancy 
Siewert and Beth Jensen. Please feel free to 
contact any one of them if you would like more 
information. Looking forward to seeing many 
of you there and making new friends. 
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Gathering info in a nutshell…..? 

 Searching for a registration book to consider your Gathering programming options? 

Download a copy or order one (or five!).  Order from the PW Shop 

(www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop or call 800.533.4371 and ask for item CWG18001. You 

may also order from the PC(USA)’s online store at www.pcusastore.com. 

 Full registration is $425.  

 Synod luncheon cost is $32 ($16 reimbursed by PW Synod) 

 Rooms at the Galt House, where all programming will take place (except for optional tours), start at $144 per 

night for up to four people. Room reservations are separate from Gathering registration. Reserve your hotel online 

or by calling 800/The-Galt (800/843-4258).  See benefits from Galt House in this newsletter!! 

 Don’t forget to reserve your personal advertisement for the 2018 Churchwide Gathering program book.  

 Support your PW ministry by participating in the silent auction. Proceeds benefit the Mission Pledge. 

 Contact Gathering registrar Theresa Underwood for registration questions—email  pwcwg2018@aol.com or 

call 540/520-2610; calls will be answered or returned after 5 pm est. 

 For general PW or Churchwide Gathering information, call 844/PWPCUSA (844/797-2872), ext. 8015.   

 To go through PDA disaster preparedness trainer training on August 1 contact Beth Snyder, 888.728.7228, 

ext. 5806; email beth.snyder@pcusa.org (see more information under Mission) 

 

What to Wear, What to Wear? 

Considering what to pack may have just become a bit less difficult thanks to PW’s 

Justice and Peace Committee. At the recent national PW board meeting, PW’s 

Justice and Peace Committee proposed that shirts of certain colors be worn on 

certain days of the Gathering:  

 Thursday, August 2—a black shirt for Thursdays in Black, a World Council of 

Churches effort to raise awareness about violence against women 

 Friday, August 3—a PW shirt (of any color) in support of the Stepping Out for 
Justice and Peace March focused on segregation and racism in Louisville and 
around the country 

 Saturday, August 4—a green shirt for Creation Care (and don’t forget to pack clothing or 
accessories from your favorite decade of the last 10 or so to wear to Saturday night’s banquet!) 

Do you subscribe to PW’s Justice & Peace Links? Contact patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org, who will 

make sure you receive a link to the free (and very informative) newsletter in your inbox!  

Plan to ship! 
The UPS Store at the Galt House—a 
woman-owned franchise—is enthusiastically 
looking forward to PW’s Gathering! As such, 
they will be offering a bit of a break to PW 
attendees on packaging and shipping from 
the Gathering (in case you are wondering 
how to fit that special something in a carry-
on bag)! Details to come. 

STEPPING OUT FOR 
JUSTICE AND PEACE 

MARCH- FRIDAY, AUGUST 3 

Go from the Galt House to the 
Ninth Street Divide, addressing 
segregation and racism in Louisville 
and around the country. 
 

http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-uluhyhl-drvldhri-r/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-uluhyhl-drvldhri-y/
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
../2018%20Winter/www.pcusastore.com
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-uluhyhl-drvldhri-j/
tel:(800)%20843-4258
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-uluhyhl-drvldhri-t/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-uluhyhl-drvldhri-i/
mailto:pwcwg2018@aol.com
tel:(540)%20520-2610
tel:(844)%20797-2872
mailto:beth.snyder@pcusa.org
mailto:Yvonne.hileman@pcusa.org
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Galt House Benefits for those who Stay There 

The Galt House has extended the following amazing convincers to overnight guests who are Gathering 

attendees: 

 Basic WiFi in your guestroom at no additional cost 

 A generous self-parking rate of $10 per day. This is a 50% discount off the regular self-parking rate, and gives 
your vehicle a chance to rest while you enjoy your own rest and recreation! 

 Complimentary use of Club 360 Fitness Center for PWs who want even more fitness fun than the daily tai 
chi/qigong option 

 Gathering room rates that apply three days pre- and post-Gathering—extend your Louisville getaway (based 
on availability, so don’t procrastinate! 

Another perk for each Gathering attendee staying at the Galt House: three $5 vouchers for food and 

beverages (excluding alcohol) purchased in the Galt House. 

Rooms start at just $144 per night. Reserve your room at the Galt House now! 
 

==================================================== 
 
From January 2018 issue of Grapevine PWP Milwaukee: 
 

Gift cards: Consider bringing (or sending) $10 prepaid Target, Walmart, CVS or Walgreens gift cards to the 
Gathering. ($10 per card only, please). The gift cards will be distributed to the following three 
organizations:  

The D.I.A.P.E.R. Project (Diapering Infants and providing Emergency Resources), Charlestown, IN, 
which provides diapers, nutritious food and first-aid supplies to families who are struggling 
financially and have infants and small children.  

Kentucky Refugee Ministries, Inc. (KRM), Louisville, KY, which provides resettlement services to 
refugees through faith- and agency-based co-sponsorship.  

Lily’s Place, Huntington, WV, which provides medical care to infants suffering from Neonatal 
Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) and offers non-judgmental support, education and counseling services 
to families and caregivers.  

Why attend this Churchwide Gathering? It’s an event that deepens one’s faith through Bible study, 
worship, and plenary sessions with inspirational speakers. Participants learn about mission opportunities 
and justice & peace issues through workshops, forums, tours and international guests. There’s book 
discussion groups, resource gathering and shopping, spirituality center, exercise classes, reconnecting with 
friends and creating new friendships. . . and so much more. 

Gathering Giving Opportunities: 

Program book to host ads again 

The 2018 program book will once again 
include ads that celebrate faithful women, 
send prayers and joyfully envision the 
future. See registration booklet.   
 

Churchwide Gathering Silent Auction 

You may donate!  Donated items should be new (nothing 
used, please) with a minimum value of $50. Smaller items 
can be grouped into a basket. To donate an item to the 
auction, please contact Judy Persons, Rhonda Martin or 
Carissa Herold. Items should be shipped to the PW offices 
before the Gathering or hand-delivered to the auction area at 
the Gathering.  The donation form may be downloaded at: 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/build-
community/churchwide-gathering/before-the-gathering/silent-
auction/  

http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail20.com/t/t-l-ujilurd-drvldtlr-t/
mailto:%20jpcreatepw@gmail.com
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/staff/rhonda-martin/
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/staff/carissa-herold/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/build-community/churchwide-gathering/before-the-gathering/silent-auction/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/build-community/churchwide-gathering/before-the-gathering/silent-auction/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/build-community/churchwide-gathering/before-the-gathering/silent-auction/
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5 Massive Changes Coming to Your Church  (If They’re Not Here Already) 
Submitted by Linda Hora, Leadership Enhancement Coordinator 

 
From CHRISTIANY TODAY “Pivot” a blog by Karl Vaters 
 

Have you ever wondered why virtually every church leader is constantly writing and speaking about 
change? Because we live in the fastest-changing culture ever. Change is not just an occasional reality. It’s 
the water we’re swimming in.  

If we’re not aware of how the world around us is changing, we’ll miss out on an opportunity to share the 
gospel with that world. Not because the gospel will become irrelevant. Quite the opposite. The more 
everything else changes, the more important the good news of Jesus will be. 

But the way people hear, understand and receive the timeless gospel is changing. Fast. If we don’t realize 
and adapt to those changes, the people who need to hear it will be left on the sidelines – at least in part due 
to our stubbornness and ignorance. 

People whose lives are constantly being upended by change are desperate for a permanent rock they can 
cling to. That rock is the gospel of Jesus. 

Here are 5 changes every Christian leader needs to be aware of. 

 

1. The Way People Earn Is Changing 
It is now normal for a person to come home from their job and spend the evening selling items online, doing 
clerical work or repairing cars for a few extra dollars. It’s being done by average families trying to pay the 
bills. As we’ll see in the following points, this is affecting how people live, how they give, how often they can 
attend church, and more. 
 
2. The Way People Give Is Changing 
When earning patterns change, giving patterns change. 
By every account, people in their 20s today don’t just give less than people in their 50s give. They’re giving 
less than people in their 20s used to give. And people in their 50s (and 40s and 60s and more) are giving 
less than they used to, as well. Because of this, churches must figure out two things: how to do more 
ministry with less money, and how to find opportunities people want to give to. They will give directly to 
people with needs they can relate to. The successful church of the next generation will have to offer more 
direct, hands-on needs. 
 
3. The Way People Attend Church Is Changing 
A generation ago, a strongly-committed church attender went to church three times a week. Today it’s 
closer to three times a month. This is happening for many reasons, including changing work patterns (see 
above), blended family schedules and more. But too many of our churches rely on a church schedule that’s 
suited to the three-times-a-week attender. No, we should not lower our expectations. Church attendance 
has always mattered and will always matter. But if we’re going to keep people committed to the church, we 
need to offer them something better than the mostly bygone schedule of a good Sunday morning service, a 
not-quite-as-good Sunday evening service and a not-very-good-at-all weekday service. 

People used to attend out of duty. Not anymore. And they shouldn’t. If church attendance doesn’t help them 
grow as believers, they need to find something that does. And, to a large degree, people are discovering 
that this is unfortunately true for them. Great churches are doing fewer services, but getting more out of 
them. When they ask people for a second commitment in their weekly calendar it’s for something that isn't 
already happening in the main church service. Like an opportunity to meet real needs or have deeper study 
and fellowship. 
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4. The Way People Commit Is Changing 
People have changed how they make commitments in four fundamental ways: 

a) For blocks of time, not long-term 
A lot has been written about whether-or-not short-term mission trips have value. Certainly, some of them 
have become vanity projects for spoiled westerners who vacation in a poor country to ease their 
conscience. But that’s not been my experience. I’ve seen believers of all ages make massive commitments 
of their time, energy and finances to bless people from the sewers of Bucharest, to an orphanage in 
Zimbabwe, to the streets of Los Angeles. That’s how people commit today. In chunks of time and/or money. 
A wise leader won’t berate them for that. Instead, if they want to commit in chunks, let’s give them chunks to 
commit to. Then leverage that experience into long-term, consistent giving. 

b) Through relationships 
People don’t give to projects as much as they give to people. People in need. People they know. People 
they trust. People who lead by example. This is an area where small churches and their pastors can really 
excel. When we know people, we can help them coordinate their gifts, schedules and personalities to meet 
specific needs and commitments. Don’t just ask people to fill a preexisting cubbyhole. Take the time to 
match the person to the need in a way that works. 

c) Because we ask 
A lot of pastors are afraid to ask people for help, face-to-face. We feel like we’ll be imposing. But it’s not 
imposing. Often they’re waiting for us to step up and make the request personal. To let them know we don’t 
just need someone, we need them. People can always say “no”. But they’ll never say “yes” if we don’t give 
them the option. “You don’t have because you don’t ask.” The Bible teaches it. Good salespeople have 
learned it. Pastors need to practice it. The bulletin announcement isn’t enough anymore. 

But James’ advice about asking doesn’t end there. In the next verse, he tells us “When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” (James 
4:2-3) This is where the previous point – being someone they can trust – comes into play. And it leads us to 
the next point, too. 

d) To something worth committing to 
People need to trust that what they’re giving to is of real value. People won’t give just because a church, 
ministry or denomination is where they’ve always given. The work must be practical, valuable and 
trustworthy. We have to constantly prove ourselves worthy of that trust. 
 
5. The Way People Trust Is Changing 
We’ve given people plenty of reasons not to trust the church and clergy, and we’ve we lost their trust. Now 
we need to give them plenty of reasons to trust us. We have to earn it. Then we have to work hard to keep 
it. Of all the changes affecting today’s church, this is the biggest, by far. And it’s not their fault that trust has 
been lost. It’s ours. The good news is, it’s also in our hands to change this perception. One church at a time. 
One Christian at a time. One pastor at a time. One act of decency and integrity at a time. 

No, we may never win back a general trust of the institutions of church and clergy. But we can get out of the 
way and let people see that Jesus is, and always will be trustworthy. And isn’t that what really matters 
anyway? 

We will never be successful as a church or a PW if we are not willing to accept that society has changed 
and we must change with it. Let’s stop doing what we we’ve always done because “this is the way we’ve 
always done it.”  It’s truly time to put on our thinking caps and recreate ourselves. 
 
 

Churchwide Gathering meal – Thursday 

Dinner- Kentucky themed with a bluegrass 
band and no program during dinner. Opening 
plenary begins at 7:30-9 p.m. 
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From January 2018 issue of Grapevine from Presbytery of DesMoines 

Cyber Safety  
Online fraud and cyber scams have increased 270 percent in the past two years, according to the FBI.  

Nonprofits need to start paying attention, because smaller organizations and businesses tend to be targeted by 
cyber criminals, due to the lack of tech savvy and sophisticated cyber security measures.  

Recently the PW Coordinating Team was made aware of a fraud attempt using the email address of one of the 
team members. Fortunately our treasurer, Stephanie Cornelder, was alert and recognized the deception. The 
person whose email address was used was not even aware of the scam. Most of us belong to several non-profit 
organizations. Advice for non-profits to avoid cyber attacks can be found at this address:  

https://www.thebalance.com/better-nonprofit-cyber-security-
2502537?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=shareurlbuttons   

Here are some suggestions for non-profits from this website:  

1. Make cyber security a priority. If you are a small organization, you may be a more desirable target than a 
larger company.  

2. Upgrade your computers and software. Computers running outdated software are much more vulnerable to 
cyber-attacks and hackers. (The nonprofit TechSoup collects and disseminates technology donations to 
nonprofits, and they offer many software and hardware products at a steep discount. CCB Technology also 
provides computers and technology to nonprofits at low-cost.)  

3. Train and inform employees and volunteers. Develop strict policies on what employees can download from 
the Internet and have restrictions on downloading new applications without the sign-off of an IT person or 
supervisor. (Fortunately, there are organizations such as Cybrary that teach the public about cybersecurity)  

4. Focus on passwords. There are several ways to build a secure password. They include mixing up the types of 
characters you use (numbers, letters, symbols) and not using words you can find in the dictionary.  

5. Stay calm. Do not think that because of the recent rash of cyber attacks that you should panic and shut down 
all services connecting to the internet. That would not be wise nor practical. Using cloud-based services like 
Google and storage applications like Dropbox are among the most cost-effective tools for nonprofits.  
This is just a short summary of the information at this website. Check it out for more details.

NEW Mother’s Day Card Project 
Honor your mother, sister, daughter, and/or friend with a special card for Mother’s Day and support the 
PW Mission Pledge/Annual Fund at the same time!   

How is this possible?  Printable Mother’s Day cards will be available on the PW website.  Print off the 
cards, promote the project in your church/presbytery, accepting a donation for PW Mission 
Pledge/Annual Fund in exchange for each card.  The card acknowledges that a donation has been 
made to PW in her honor!  Then submit your donations to PW and indicate that these are funds received 
from the new Mother’s Day Card Project. 

The Presbyterian Women Mission Pledge/Annual Fund supports all things PW!  PW is the largest 
contributor to undesignated mission of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  It supports mission work across 
the United States and around the world, helping women and children in areas where Presbyterian 
mission co-workers are located.  In addition, it engages in the work for Justice and Peace, provides the 
Horizon’s Bible Study helping all to continue to grow in their faith, and encourages the building of an 
inclusive, caring community that witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 

Remember the special women in your life with a PW Mother’s Day card.  Your donation through this 
special Mother’s Day project will enable God’s work to continue through Presbyterian Women. . . and it 
just might introduce PW to someone interested in joining!   
 

https://www.thebalance.com/better-nonprofit-cyber-security-2502537?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=shareurlbuttons
https://www.thebalance.com/better-nonprofit-cyber-security-2502537?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=shareurlbuttons
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Native American Concerns Corner  
Exciting news from Bdecan Presbyterian Church, Tokio, ND 
By Donna Preston, Bdecan Ministry Team leader and NACC member 

     Rochester Presbyterian Church will be returning for the 4th year to Bdecan Presbyterian Church 
to host Vacation Bible School July 11-14 for the kids of the church and surrounding Woodlake 
District and remaining in the area until the 15th. They asked the Presbytery of Northern Plains 
Bdecan Ministry Team to host something on the 14th in order to continue building relationships with 
the adults from church and surrounding area. 

     This got me thinking. Joe Obermeyer, 
Bdecan Youth and Outreach Coordinator, 
would be completing his 5th year at Bdecan 
in April and the major contributors to Joe’s 
position, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Alexandria, VA, wanted to return sometime 
over the summer to celebrate. Why not do it 
July 14th when Rochester was at Bdecan. 
Great opportunity to connect people who 
have been key players in the success of this ministry.  

     The Ministry Team also thought it was a great idea. Plans started to evolve with a 5k run/walk at 
10 AM, lunch around 11 AM, and a program around 1 PM to celebrate Joe and his ministry. Since 
we planned to celebrate Joe’s anniversary, we felt that we should invite people from Presbytery of 
Northern Plains and other local Mission teams who have been there over the last 5 years.  

     As these plans started to evolve, a mission team from Ohio contacted Joe about coming in 
August to do some construction work. Joe felt he needed to ask for my input and as I thought 
about what we could have them do, God spoke to me and said now is the time to raise funds for a 
building for the clothing closet to have built next to the food pantry. This has been a dream of 
Bdecan Presbyterian Church and Ministry Team for 2 years but the time never seemed right to 
raise funds. In the meantime, without knowing what I was brainstorming, Joe thought it would be 
great to grow out his beard and if so much money was raised by July 14th he would let someone 
shave it. We approached the Ministry Team and they thought it was a great idea. We kicked off a 
$10,000 fundraiser on April 13th during Northern Plains Presbytery meeting. Prior to the kickoff I 
sent out fundraising letters to all the Mission Teams who have been at Bdecan in last 5 years. On 
April 11th, I received an email with a $1,000 commitment. It was exciting to share with our 
Presbytery that prior to our kickoff we already had a significant donation.  

After the initial $1,000 donation was pledged, the Ministry Team learned from Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, VA, that they would match any donations up to $6,000. With this 
matching donation, we are hoping this dream will soon become a reality. If anyone is interested in 
learning more; contact Donna Preston at preston@gra.midco.net  or cal her at 701-238-7414.  

     Since I became leader of the Ministry Team in 2010, I have seen nothing short of miracles 
happen through our joint efforts. God has worked in so many mysterious ways. I feel we are so 
blessed.  

Churchwide Gathering meal – Friday 

Lunch - food stations with choices will be available in Exhibit 
Hall purchased using a voucher. Dessert will be spread 
throughout the hall to encourage circulating. 

mailto:preston@gra.midco.net
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Mission - Justice and Peace Corner 

How Knitting Needles turned Yarn into a Sewing Machine 
By Belinda Breit, Mission and Advocacy Coordinator 

 
In my neighborhood there is a group of ladies who live at RidgePointe Senior Housing.  This group 
of ladies, led by Del Ebert, gets together on Mondays to knit beautiful hats, mittens, and baby 
blankets.  They then give those hats to many charitable organizations, including my church.  A 
couple of years ago, I found a book at a garage sale called “Kiki’s Hats”, written by Warren 
Hanson, the illustrator for “A Cup of Christmas Tea”.  You remember that book, don’t you.  Kiki 
knitted so many hats she knitted her way to heaven.  I thought the book was so charming that I 
decided to use it as our theme at our Christmas Salad Supper and I invited the RidgePointe ladies 
to be our guests of honor.  We had a local storyteller read the book and we recognized the ladies 
for all their labors and each one received a box of Frango chocolates. 

Our RidgePointe guests had such a wonderful time and they loved our food.  At this point, Del had 
retired from leading the group and turned it over to Charlotte Klein.  At RidgePointe the ladies had 
been displaying some of their hats and selling them to raise money to buy more yarn to make more 
hats.  I am always on the lookout for great yarn sales and have been trying to keep the ladies in 
yarn.  Del remarked to the rest of the ladies that she didn’t think they should be in the business of 
selling hats, they should be in the business of making hats.   

When it was time for our Spring Salad Supper, I invited the ladies to 
come again, just to enjoy the food and fellowship.  And they came, and 
brought a few more ladies who had missed the first dinner.  When the 
entertainment portion of the evening was over, Charlotte asked to make 
an announcement.  What she said was that their group had $350 from 
the sale of their hats and they wanted to give it to me for our mission 
work.  Without missing a beat, I said I would give it to the Rural Health 
Care Initiative to buy a treadle sewing machine. 

This past January Carol Nelson, the head of RHCI, went to Tikonko, 
Africa to open the 
Birth Waiting Home 
and to buy the 
sewing machine.  It’s 
at the Birth Waiting 
Home for the women 
to learn to use while 
they are waiting on their babies to make an 
appearance.  The ladies love the chance to use 
the machine and are being allowed to come 
back after the babies are born to continue to 
learn to sew.  So, from RidgePointe in 
Minnetonka to Tikonko, Sierra Leone, the circle 
of women’s love expands. 
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Book Reviews 

Tattoos on the Heart: the Power of Boundless Compassion  

by Gregory Boyle    submitted by Annabelle Wells 

 Tattoos On the Heart is the most astonishing book I have read in recent 

years.  Gregory Boyle is a Jesuit Priest who worked for 20 years in Los 

Angeles.   His ministry was with gang members, the homeless, and the 

newly released from prison.  Greg founded Homeboy Industries which 

provided jobs for those who wanted jobs.  It was a way out of the gangs and 

homelessness.      

 Tattoos on the Heart is a book showing God’s unconditional love to all.   Greg Boyle shows us that 

all life is valuable and worthy of redemption.  It includes humor and wisdom learned over the years; 

it grabbed my interest and left me with renewed optimism about humanity.    

PW Working for Justice and Peace 2018 Calendar 
 
May 
1 May Day 
1–7 PW Together in Action Days for Children’s 
Literacy; www.presbyterianwomen.org/justice 
7–11 Teacher Appreciation Week 
12 World Fair Trade Day; http://wfto.com/events/ 
12 Stamp Out Hunger drive; http://about.usps.com/ 
corporate-social-responsibility/nalc-food-drive.htm 
13 Mother’s Day 
22 International Day for Biological Diversity; 
www.cbd.int/idb 
25 Orange Day; http://endviolence.un.org 
27 Disability Inclusion Sunday; https://www.pcusa.org/ 
resource/living-body-christ/ 
27 Intercultural Church Sunday; www.presbyterian 
mission.org/story/may-22/ 
28 Memorial Day 
June 
17 Father’s Day; Men of the Church Sunday; 
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/men 
20 World Refugee Day; www.un.org/en/events/ 
refugeeday/ 
25 Orange Day; http://endviolence.un.org 
July 
1 Immigration Sunday; 
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/midcouncil- 
ministries/immigration 
4 Independence Day; www.presbyterianmission 
.org/ministries/worship/independence-day 

25 Orange Day; http://endviolence.un.org 
August 
6 Hiroshima Day; www.presbyterianmission.org/ 
ministries/peacemaking/peacemaking-through-
prayerand-worship 
12 Day of Prayer for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Korean Peninsula; www.pcusa.org/news/2017 
/6/22/season-prayer-peace-korean-peninsula/ 
19 World Humanitarian Day; www.worldhumanitarian 
day.org/about/en 
25 Orange Day; http://endviolence.un.org 
26 Public Education Sunday; www.presbyterianmission 
.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/ 
September 
Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women; 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/thank 
1–3 Labor Day Weekend: Labor in the Pulpits 
3 Labor Day 
21 International Day of Peace; http://presbyterian 
.typepad.com/peacemaking/2010/08/celebrate-the 
-international-day-of-peace.html 
21–27 Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence;  
www.presbyterianmission.org/gunviolence 
25 Orange Day; http://endviolence.un.org 
28 Native American Day; 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_American_Day 
(Note: Tennessee observes it on the 24th) 
 

Global Exchange Mission Projects – for next 6 Years 
Ciliwung Community Center in Jakarta – Women meet in small room and work as a group, 
learning nutrition, how to supplement their incomes, and other family kinds of things.  There is 
also a kindergarten and library. 
Suwung School and Clinic in Bali – Located in a landfill where people live and sort trash; the GPIB 
(Reformed Church) also provides a medical clinic once a month. 
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Officers & Appointed Positions April, 2018 (changes highlighted) 

Moderator:  
Sue Kimball (2016-19) 
-Des Moines- 
12339 Pershing St  
Indianola, IA 50125 
515-961-2493 C 
kimballsusan53@yahoo.com  
  
Vice Moderator: 
Maggie Horak (2017-20) 
5601 Barrington Park Dr 
Lincoln, NE  68516 
402-429-0523 C  
mmhlin@msn.com  
  
Secretary:  
Kathleen Keefer (2017-20) 
 - MO River Valley - 
Box 243 - 315  N  19th  
Clarinda, Iowa 51632 
712-542-0039 
KLKeefer@mail.com  
 

Treasurer:  
Jan Nelson (2015-18) 
-Winnebago- 
985 N. Broadway #32 
DePere WI 54115 
920-338-0155 
jnelson35@new.rr.com  
  

Search Committee: 
Annabelle Wells  (2015-18) 
(Chr) - Central Nebraska- 
6825 Cottonmill Ave. 
Kearney, NE 68845 
308-893-2156 
Annabelle.wells@gmail.com 
 

Nancy Siewert (2016-19)  
-Winnebago- 
1511 Biemeret St. 
Green Bay, WI 54304 
920-455-0002  H 
920-609-2051 C 
dennis1829@att.net   
 

Beth Jensen (2017-20) –  
East Iowa - 
6719 25th St. 
Van Horne, IA  52346 
319-223-5742 H 
dbjensen@southslope.net  
 

Historian: 
Helen McMasters (2015-18) 
-Milwaukee- 
3595 Westshire Circle 
Delavan, WI  53115 
262-740-1321 
mcmasters.helen@gmail.com  
 

Churchwide CT Rep 
Marilyn Stone - Milwaukee 
3915 Lake St 
Burlington, WI 53105 
262-763-0918 (H) 
262-492-7921 (C) 
mmstone52@att.net 
   
Appointive Positions: 
Justice and Peace 
Coordinator: 
Trudi Nelson  
-South Dakota-  
6498 Evergreen Acres Dr  
Wentworth, SD 57075  
605- 636-9287 
nelsont@svtv.com  
 
Sower Editor: 
Linda Barnett –South Dakota- 
PO Box 193 
Hendricks, MN 56136 
507-275-4053 H 
thesower.slap@yahoo.com   
(newsletter) 
barnelim@hotmail.com  
(personal) 
 

Communications Coordinator: 

Susan Medsker-Nedderman - 
-Central Nebraska-  
314 N. Cedar Ave.  
Hastings NE 68901-5348  
402-984-3545  
s.medsker.nedderman@gmail   
 

Leadership Enhancement 
Coordinator: 
Linda Hora –N Central Iowa-                                               
1210 Southview Ct  
Boone, IA 50036 
515-230-9275 C 
lindatoindia@gmail.com   
            
 

Mission & Advocacy 
Coordinator:  
Belinda Breit -Twin Cities- 
345 Niagara Lane N 
Plymouth MN 55447 
736-475-3568 H 
612-306-5961 C  
belinda.breit@comcast.net  
  

Native American Concerns 
Ernestine Youpee -Dakota - 
PO Box 542 
Poplar, MT 59255 
406-768-7663 C 
406-786-3491 
eredboy@fortpecktribes.net  
 

LaVonne Looking Elk 
-Dakota- 
3729 W. Chicago 
Rapid City. SD 57702 
605-716-0888  H 
sllooking@rap.midco.net  
 

Sonia Weston -Dakota- 
PO Box 254  

Pine Ridge, SD 57770 
605-867-1623  H                  
soniaw@gwtc.net  
 

Donna Preston – Northern 
Plains- 
PO Box 276   
Grandin, ND 58038  
701-484-5633 H 
701-238-7414 C 
preston@gra.midco.net  
 

Marilyn Stone - Milwaukee 
3915 Lake St 
Burlington, WI 53105 
262-763-0918 (H) 
262-492-7921 (C) 
mmstone52@att.net 
 

2019 Synod Gathering  
Co-coordinators: 
Susan Medsker-Nedderman 
(Chair)   402-984-3545 
Joan Berglund 402-440-5478 
Terri Sherman 402-525-6008 
Linda Hora 515-230-9275 
Melissa Muzzy 319-231-5767 

mailto:kimballsusan53@yahoo.com
mailto:mmhlin@msn.com
mailto:KLKeefer@mail.com
mailto:jnelson35@new.rr.com
mailto:Annabelle.wells@gmail.com
mailto:dennis1829@att.net
mailto:dbjensen@southslope.net
mailto:mcmasters.helen@gmail.com
mailto:mmstone52@att.net
mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
mailto:thesower.slap@yahoo.com
mailto:barnelim@hotmail.com
mailto:s.medsker.nedderman@gmail
mailto:lindatoindia@gmail.com
mailto:belinda.breit@comcast.net
mailto:eredboy@fortpecktribes.net
mailto:sllooking@rap.midco.net
mailto:soniaw@gwtc.net
mailto:preston@gra.midco.net
mailto:mmstone52@att.net
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PW – SLAP PWSCT Moderators/Representatives (changes hightlighted) 

 
Central Nebraska -        

Moderator/Rep 

Annabelle Wells 

6825 Cottonmill Ave. 

Kearney, NE  68845 

308-893-2156 H 
annabelle.wells@gmail.com  

Term: 2013-2018 

 

Dakota – Moderator/Rep 

Dale Youngman  
PO Box 818  

Pine Ridge, SD 57770 
Term: 2015-2018 

 

Des Moines - 

Moderator/Rep 

Sharon Falck  
2009 Edmonson Dr 
Oskaloosa, IA  
641-660-7615 
sfalk@mahaska.org 
sfalk2009@gmail.com    
Term: 2018-2021 APR 

 

East Iowa – 

Moderator/Rep 

Beth Jensen 

6719 25th St. 

Van Horne, IA  52346 

319-223-5742 H 

dbjensen@southslope.net  

Term: 2017-2019 DEC 

 

Homestead – 

Moderator/Rep 

Terri Sherman 

12244 N 84th St 

Lincoln, NE  68517 
terri.sherman@zoetis.com 
terrisherman@windstream.net  

402-441-2823 W 

402-446-0063 H 

402-525-6008 C 

Term 2017-2020 
 
 

 

John Knox – 

Moderator/Rep 

Janine Brandt 

1362 175th St. 

Postville, IA  52162 

563-532-9427 H 

563-419-7371 C 

brandtja@luther.edu 

Term: 2017-2020 APR 

 

Milwaukee –Co-

Moderator/Rep 

Judy Bell 

5217 Roberts Drive 

Greendale, WI  53129 

414-423-0062 H 

414-378-6437 C 

jmoinebell@aol.com  

Term: 2017-2021 

Co-Moderator/Rep 

Helen McMasters  

3595 Westshire Cir 

Delavan, WI 53115  

262-740-1321  
mcmasters.helen@gmail.com   

 

Minnesota Valleys – 

Moderator/Rep 

Gloria Rust 

1657 200th Ave. 

Luverne, MN  56156 

507-283-4975  H 

507-227-7393  C 

 grust49@gmail.com 

Term: 2018-2021 JUN 

 

MO River Valley – 

Moderator/Rep 

Kathleen Keefer 

Box 243 - 315 N. 19th 

Clarinda, IA  51632-1419 

712-542-0039 C 

klkeefer@mail.com  

Term: 2013-2017 

 

 

N Central Iowa – 

Moderator/Rep 

Melissa Muzzy 

2710 Clayton Dr. 

Ames, IA  50010 

319-231-5767 C 

mkm.muzzy@gmail.com  

Term: 2016-2019 APR 

Linda Hora – Rep 

1210 Southview Ct 

Boone, IA  50036 

515-230-9275 

lindatoindia@gmail.com  

 

Northern Plains – 

Moderator/Rep 

Lana Schultz 

PO Box 891 

Casselton, ND 58012 

701-347-5308 H 

701-238-4538 C 

lanaj0@casselton.net    

Term: 2016-2018 APR 

 

Northern Waters – 

Moderator/Rep 

Janice Letsos 

1414 Cypress Ave. 

Superior, WI 54880 

715-394-6009 H 

715-919-3394 C 

jletsos@uwsuper.edu  

Term: 2017-2020 APR 

 

Prospect Hill - Moderator 

Audrey Scholten 

25 6th St. NE 

LeMars, IA 51031 

712-546-7608 H 

akscholten@yahoo.com  

Term: 2015-2018  

Audrey Fenton – Co-Rep 

1111 Meadowview Ct #4 

Sioux City, IA  51106 

712-276-6322 

wayneaudrey@aol.com  

mailto:annabelle.wells@gmail.com
mailto:sfalk@mahaska.org
mailto:sfalk2009@gmail.com
mailto:dbjensen@southslope.net
mailto:terri.sherman@zoetis.com
mailto:terrisherman@windstream.net
mailto:brandtja@luther.edu
mailto:jmoinebell@aol.com
mailto:mcmasters.helen@gmail.com
mailto:grust49@gmail.com
mailto:klkeefer@mail.com
mailto:mkm.muzzy@gmail.com
mailto:lindatoindia@gmail.com
mailto:lanaj0@casselton.net
mailto:jletsos@uwsuper.edu
mailto:akscholten@yahoo.com
mailto:wayneaudrey@aol.com
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Learn about Presbyterian Women 
Presbyterian Women (PW) is the national women’s organization of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). With more than 
300,000 members and 30 years as an organization, PW is organized at all levels of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
Learn more about PW and consider joining your local group. It’s a good read at our website. 
www.presbyterianwomen.org  
 

Here is a link to the Who-Ya-Gonna-Call? The Who’s Who at PW National 
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/pw-staff-who-ya-gonna-call/  
 

The Synod of Lakes and Prairies website, find a link to “The Sower” there too. 
http://www.lakesandprairies.org/ 
 

“Like” Presbyterian Women of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies on Facebook!!! 
“The Sower” publishing dates are January, April, July & October. If you have an article or would like to have an article or 

information on any particular subject, please send the Editor your article or question by/before the first of each of the above cited 

months.  thesower.slap@yahoo.com  
 

If you have an e-mail address change, please send the notice of change to the Editor at the above e-mail address. If you know 

someone wants to subscribe, please send the name and e-mail address to the above e-mail address. If you no longer wish to 

receive “The Sower”, just send that request, yes, to the above cited e-mail address.  

This section will be provided by any Presbyterian Woman who 

would like to offer ideas that would be beneficial to others and 

should be shared, rather than kept to herself. Send these to your 

Sower editor, Linda Barnett thesower.slap@yahoo.com  

 

Churchwide meal – Saturday: 

Saturday noon – synod lunch – 
meet those from your area! 

Saturday night- banquet and 
plenary session combined. 
Celebrations planned include the 
30th anniversary of PW! 
Dress in the style of your favorite 
decade.  Prepare for some fun!! 
 
  

South Dakota – 

Moderator/Rep 

Trudi Nelson 

6498 Evergreen Acres Dr 

Wentworth, SD 57075 

605-636-9287 H   

605-480-0560 C 

nelsont@svtv.com  

Term: 2016-2019 

Twin Cities – 

Moderator/Rep  

Michele Gallick  

6019 Cedar Lake Rd  

St Louis Park, MN  55416 

952-512-1857 C    
gallickmichele@yahoo.com 

Term 2017-2020 JUN 

 

 

Winnebago – 

Moderator/Rep 

Nancy Siewert 

1511 Biermeret Street 

Green Bay WI 54304 

920-455-0002 H 

920-609-2051 C 

dennis1829@att.net 

Term  2018 APR 

Care to Share Corner 
 
 

Are you a woman in the PC(USA)? 

You are eligible to receive a $500 grant 
from PW. Want to strengthen your 
leadership skills by going to a leadership 
event? Apply today: 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/leadership  

USA Mission Experience – 2019 – Think about it 
NOW! 

2019 USA Mission Experience will occur July 12-21, 
2019 in Western New York.  The theme is “Standing on 
the Shoulders of Empowered Women”, with scripture 
Galatians 5:1a, “For freedom Christ has set us free.  
Stand firm.”  Cost is $2,200 plus travel to the Rochester, 
NY, airport.   

Applications from each synod are due on August 15th, 
2018.  Sue Kimball will notify us when applications are 
due to her for a PWS selection committee to determine 
our USAME synod representative.  If you’re interested – 
don’t wait to hear – get ready! 
 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/pw-staff-who-ya-gonna-call/
http://www.lakesandprairies.org/
mailto:thesower.slap@yahoo.com
mailto:thesower.slap@yahoo.com
mailto:nelsont@svtv.com
tel:952-512-1857
mailto:gallickmichele@yahoo.com
mailto:dennis1829@att.net
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/leadership
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          U.S. Postage 
 
 
           
Presbyterian Women in Synod of Lakes & Prairies  
Linda Barnett  
PO Box 193 
Hendricks  MN  56136 

 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This newsletter is being sent by e-mail to all who have provided an e-mail address. 
Please forward to the members of your PW or make copies of this The Sower and 
give those in your PW group a copy.  Urge them to share it with others.  Don’t keep 
this info a secret!! 
   --------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you are no longer the moderator or don’t wish to receive this newsletter, please let 
Linda Barnett know who the new moderator is or your request to be taken off the 
mailing list at thesower.slap@yahoo.com or call 507-275-4053. 

This page is formatted to allow for printing and mailing.  It complies with the 
new US Postal Service requirements.  Save ink & paper – no need to print this 
page if you don’t intend to mail. 

mailto:thesower.slap@yahoo.com

