
February 11, 2021

Presbytery News

Homestead Presbytery has a
NEW PHONE NUMBER!!

402-413-2143
Make sure to write down the new number for Homestead
Presbytery!

IMPORTANT PRESBYTERY REMINDERS!

We have a Stated Presbytery Meeting via Zoom coming
up on February 20th. The Zoom invite will be set out to
everyone registered the week of the meeting. Make sure
you click the button below to get registered!

Register for
Presbytery

“Hope for the Journey Ahead” Church Vitality Reflection
NWC&CV Committee of Homestead Presbytery

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=o6bzz6iab&oeidk=a07ehjj5tsu379b9a82


Grace and Peace from the Church Vitality/New Worshiping Communities (CV/NWC)
Team!

I am reminded of Matthew 6:25-34. Most notably verse 34: “So do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for
today." (NRSV)

In terms of the vitality of your congregation, would you honestly say you work from an
attitude of scarcity or abundance? This is a foundational question that will impact how you
see the world, how you interact with the Lord, how you see your congregation, and how
you function as a congregation.

We would all like to say the latter, but it is so easy to work from the former. Do you lament
the people who have left or do you celebrate those who are there? Do you dwell on the
"the Glory Days" or do you look with anticipation at how God will bless you in this place
and time? Do you spend more time wishing you had more money, or spend more time
visioning, trying/risking, adapting, sacrificing, or going back to the drawing board with an
open mind to new ways and possibilities? Do you dwell on past failures, or roll with it and
move on (certainly learning from past experience). Are you paralyzed with the fear of
failure, or are you willing to try new ways of doing ministry?

These questions are not intended to offend. For everyone the answers are probably a
mixture of yes and no. In the scripture passage, the admonition is for the believer to not
WORRY! Faith in the Lord hinges on trust. It does not mean you should never prepare,
you should never use caution, you should forget past experiences....it should not paralyze
you into inaction. Do not worry, move forward with the trust that Christ will bless you in
whatever you do!

Celebrate what resources you have been given (people, money, time, anything). Use the
divine imagination the Spirit has given you to work with what you have or can attain and
invest it, doing the work that God guides you to do. Have an open mind, and be confident
that you will be blessed in some way. TRUST!

It is a good way to start and to be. Blessings and Shalom!

Darin
Rev. Darin Bentzinger
Panama Presbyterian Church (USA) & CV/NWC Team Member

Join in Eastridge's Inter-Presbytery Virtual Choir!

Image above: A choir of 38 International Peacemakers was gathered by the Presbyterian Peacemaking



Program to share a rendition of the hymn “This is My Song.” (Screen shot)

Hello fellow Presbyterians!

My name is Brian Lew and I am the Director of Music Ministries at Eastridge Presbyterian
Church in Lincoln. I would like to invite you and your choir to join in an inter-Presbytery
virtual choir project. We will be coming together to sing a 3-part version (SAB) of the
Hallelujah Chorus for Easter worship services. This video will be available to all churches
within our Presbytery (regardless of participation) to use as they deem fit for their current
mode of worship.

This project comes at zero cost for churches as Homestead Presbytery has generously
and graciously funded this project. Sheet music and a recording stand (if needed) will be
provided for all participating congregations.

Participants will need access to two (2) types of “screens”, headphones, and internet.
Screens can be any combination of smartphones, ipad, tablet, or computer. The most
common combination is a computer/laptop and smartphone. One of these devices will
need to have access to their email. Attached are two separate PDF's. One which contains
instructions on how to record and the other explains how to send the video. If your church
has a music director, organist, or someone who is willing to be a point person to help your
singers it would be most appreciative so that communication is more streamlined.

I hope you will consider joining us in this unique project. If you are interested in
participating or have any questions please contact me at blew@eastridge.org at your
earliest convenience. I plan to distribute music ASAP in order to have recordings returned
to me by early March.

Brian Lew Eastridge Presbyterian Church
blew@eastridge.org

Virtual Choir 
Instructions

Instructions on How to Send
Video

Check out what's
happening with
Contemplate Lincoln!

Noon-hour silent prayer Weekdays 12:15pm-1:00pm: 
https://zoom.us/j/735301950
A 20-minute silent prayer sit with opening prayer and closing reading. No
experience necessary. 

Lectio Divina Mondays 9:30am: Register via this link on zoom
Pray the scriptures. We read a passage 4 times with short silences
followed by discussion.

Contemplative Movement Fridays 5:30pm-6:30pm: 

mailto:blew@eastridge.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/ea78c9b3201/65216347-47ad-4fde-88f7-9216c7d54160.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ea78c9b3201/e5f5b812-c373-4679-8b98-b06270618df0.pdf?rdr=true
https://contemplatelincoln.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce8a94b429de7ef0a55cedbec&id=317ffd7b0f&e=89a76dc075
https://contemplatelincoln.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce8a94b429de7ef0a55cedbec&id=201b436e73&e=89a76dc075


https://zoom.us/j/386874404
A fun, playful, and contemplative whole body experience.

House Church Sunday’s 4pm-5pm: https://zoom.us/j/993530287
Worship, conversation, and contemplation. A house church style church
service with Eucharist. 

Contemplative Conversation Sundays at 2:30 PM (The Work of the
People Short Films) Register via this link on zoom
We watch films with today's influential theologians and contemplatives
gaining wisdom and finishing with a time of sharing. 

Lenten Contemplative Conversation Groups:
Boundless Compassion

We have a few spots open in our upcoming Lenten study. Join us on
Zoom for a 7-week Lenten study with Joyce Rupp's Boundless
Compassion: Creating a Way of Life. We will read a chapter a week,
discuss, and practice together. 

Express interest in joining a group!

General Assembly's Ash Wednesday service
now available for congregational use

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is providing for congregational use
an online Ash Wednesday service that features liturgy and music in
English, Spanish and Korean. The 40-minute pre-recorded service
was filmed at the chapel in the Center’s Louisville, Kentucky, office
and is available on the Center’s Vimeo page by clicking the button
below.

Ash Wednesday Service

What the second round of PPP loans means for
churches & how to secure funding:

https://contemplatelincoln.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce8a94b429de7ef0a55cedbec&id=cf37a9ec63&e=89a76dc075
https://contemplatelincoln.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce8a94b429de7ef0a55cedbec&id=9043f9ec05&e=89a76dc075
https://contemplatelincoln.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce8a94b429de7ef0a55cedbec&id=4418792eb7&e=89a76dc075
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DXWNFK5
https://vimeo.com/506151385


READ ARTICLE HERE

Jim Goodenberger was an Interim pastor in Homestead Presbytery from
2010-2013. He served at both Columbus Feberated Church and Lincoln
Eastridge. You can send cards to celebrate his retirement at:

https://files.constantcontact.com/ea78c9b3201/70851b64-42ef-49ea-a9b2-e65b2b75e8f4.pdf?rdr=true


113 Zenith Dr.
Council Bluffs, IA 51503-0282

Weekly Prayer Requests

Niobrara-Verdel

Niobrara/Verdel would like prayers for our worship. We are still worshipping
in our parking lot through our FM transmitter and recording the service to put

on our Facebook page. Our congregation is getting a little restless of the current
worship situation. Prayers for endurance, patience and grace would go a long

way for moral.

Homestead Presbytery
840 S. 17th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

Friday 9:00am-12:30pm

Office: 402.474.0612
Interim EP: 803.556.3355

Stated Clerk: 402.217.3684

 ​  ​  ​

https://www.facebook.com/groups/128296837189724/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/homesteadpres
https://www.instagram.com/homesteadpresbytery/

