
MINUTES OF COUNCIL 

HOMESTEAD PRESBYTERY 

July 18, 2019 

 

The Council of Homestead Presbytery met at First Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, on July 18, 

2019, convening at 5:07 pm. The meeting was opened with devotions and prayer by Wendy Wait  

Attendance:  

P – Dave Barnhouse E – Julie Hopp P – Steve Piper 

P – Joan Berglund  P – Brian Johnson P – Cheryl Rennick 

P – John Duling  P – Wendy Wait A – Terri Sherman 

P – Carl Eskridge E – Jim McNeal A – Kathleen Splitt 

P – Scott Eveland P – Raymond Meester P – Jeff Warrick 

P – Stephen Earl   

 

Sue Babovec attended as a guest. 

A quorum was declared. 

The agenda for this meeting was approved as presented by unanimous consent. 

The March 29, Called Presbytery minutes were approved as presented, by unanimous consent. 

The April 25 Council minutes were approved with corrections, by unanimous consent. 

The May 16, 2019 Presbytery minutes were approved as presented, by unanimous consent. 

OFFICER AND STAFF REPORTS 

Presbytery moderator, Jeff Warrick reported on the Administrative Commission for the 

ordination of Minister of Word and Sacrament candidate Jane Holzclaw. There was a 

discussion about changing the terms of moderators of council and presbytery. Stephen Earl, 

Jeff Warrick, and Wendy Wait were appointed to meet with the session of Lincoln Eastridge, 

with one of the items of discussion being the payment of per capita. 

Council Moderator, Wendy Wait, reported. Motion was adopted that the Task Force for the 

review of the Manual of Operations and the Bylaws bring restated bylaws and standing rules 

to the November presbytery meeting for presbytery’s action. Leanne Masters, ch., Steve 

Piper, Joan Berglund, and John Duling are members of the task force. COM was asked to 

consider creating an orientation for new pastors to the presbytery. 

Synod Commissioner, Joan Berglund, reported.  

Cheryl Rennick, treasurer, reported. 

Raymond Meester, stated clerk, reported on the review of the presbytery minutes by the 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies.  

Stephen Earl, Interim Presbytery Executive, reported.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Personnel Committee: Carl Eskridge reported. Council adopted the motion to recommend  

to the presbytery that presbytery establish a ‘centralized’ Presbytery office that includes: 



negotiating a common agreement, to be approved at the November 2019 meeting of 

Presbytery with First Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, for the use of space and facilities; posted 

and adhered to office hours; exploring the better use of technology (phones, internet, virtual 

committee and group meetings) to serve the needs of the Presbytery; and building capacity 

for more effective communication and systems to connect congregations, new worshiping 

communities, pastors, leaders, and members of the Presbytery with each other and the wider 

church. 

Business and Finance: Scott Eveland presented the 2020 presbytery budget that will be 

brought to the August 19-20, 2019 meeting of Homestead Presbytery for the presbytery’s 

action. 

Committee on Ministry: Steve Piper reported. 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry: Brian Johnson, co-moderator reported.  

Programs and Grants: Jim McNeal, via a printed report, listed the currently validated and 

funded M&Ms for 2019: 

New Worshiping Communities: John Duling gave an update on the three New Worshiping 

Communities (U-Kirk, CoOp 513, and Contemplate). U-Kirk, Lincoln is now on “pause” due 

to leadership transition needs. Scholarships will be available for NWC leaders to attend 1001 

New Worshiping Communities conferences. Covenants between presbytery and New 

Worshiping Communities are also being written.  

Presbyterian Women: Joan Berglund shared news of the Synod gathering this summer and 

the upcoming PW Fall Gathering. 

Nominating Committee: Council was reminded that Council needs to nominate persons for 

the Nominating Committee for November. 

Day of Discernment Task Force: Cheryl Rennick reported. Wendy Wait thanked the 

members of the Task Force for their work. Council adopted the motion that the moderators of 

Council and Presbytery and the chairs of Personnel and COM, in consultation with the 

Interim Executive Presbyter, name a “Strategy Team” to be elected at the November 2019 

Presbytery meeting for the purpose of designing and implementing a mission study that 

includes building upon the ideas, commitments, and values developed in the Day of 

Discernment process. 

Conversation with the Presbytery of Missouri River Valley. Wendy Wait reported. 

PDA Team: Sue Babovec reported. Council adopted the motion that recommends that 

Homestead Presbytery establish (and maintain from year to year) the Homestead Disaster 

Response Team and Beyond. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

NEW BUSINES 

Council adopted the motion that the offering to be received during the worship at the August 

16 and 17, 2019 meeting will go to Calvin Crest for their handicap accessibility project. 



The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm with prayer by Stephen Earl. 

 

The next meeting of the Council of Homestead Presbytery will be October 24, 2019, 5:00 pm, at 

First Presbyterian Church, Lincoln. 


