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Suggested Reading List 

 

Christian Fiction 

John 3:16 (2008) Nancy Moser – five different people, living in a college town, Lincoln, NE, are 
searching for a reason to keep living. Their lives intersect at a Nebraska football game. A simple 
act of faith changes their lives forever.  

Angel Song (2010) Sheila Walsh & Kathryn Cushman – Ann Fletcher returned to Charleston 
from New York for her sister’s college graduation. An accident takes her sister’s life. God begins 
to reveal Himself to Ann, a non-believer, through the presence of angels.  

Cold Shot (2016) Dani Pettrey - The first in the new Chesapeake Valor series you can’t 
escape your destiny, no matter how chilling it may seem. But friends – old and new – are truly a 
gift.  Sometimes they can even save your life!   Griffin will need to draw on everyone’s skills, 
including his own, if they’re going to catch this clever assassin. 

Sixteen Brides (2010) Stephanie Grace Whitson - 16 Civil War widows from St. Louis are lured 
to Plum Grove, NE by a land speculator promising “prime homesteads” and “booming 
community.” What they encounter is a fledgling community and men hoping the women will 
accept marriage proposals after their arrival. With courage and faith the women muster to 
survive these unwanted circumstances.   

Dashing Through the Snow (2015), Debbie Macomber – Ashley and Dash are both trying to get 
to Seattle – she to see her family for Christmas, he for a job interview on Dec. 23rd. Because of 
full flights they are forced to take the only remaining rental car together. Will they reach Seattle 
in time? Will their wishes come true?  

Christian Non-Fiction 
Blood Brothers Elias Chacour & David Hazard (2013) Dramatic story of a Palestinian 
Christian working for peace in Israel. He blends his riveting life story with historical research to 
reveal a little-known side of the Arab-Israeli conflict. This book offers hope and insight that can 
help each of us learn to live at peace in a world of tension and terror. 

Miracles from Heaven Christy Wilson Beam (2016) Born with a serious digestive disorder, 
young Annabel was playing outside one day when she fell into a hollow tree. Unconscious but 
unhurt, she "visited" heaven while the rescue effort progressed. Discover the miracles she 
experienced in this remarkable true story. 

Boundaries: When to Say Yes and How to Take Control of Your Life   Dr. Henry 
Cloud and Dr. John Townsend (1992) A boundary is a personal property line that marks those 
things for which we are responsible. Boundaries define who we are and who we are not. 
Boundaries impact all areas of our lives: physical boundaries, mental boundaries, emotional 
boundaries and spiritual boundaries.  



Hearts of Fire Voice of the Martyrs (2003) Eight women from eight very different backgrounds. 
Yet the struggles they each faced rang with eerie similarity. These courageous women from 
across the globe shared similar experiences of hardship, subjugation, and persecution, all 
because of their faith in Christ. Yet all of these women have emerged from adversity as leaders 
and heroines. 

You Are More Than You Know Patsy Clairmont (2015) Moving from fear-based to faith-
based freedom with humor and honesty Patsy glimpses into a heart changed by the power of 
hope. Find more of you and much more of what God has for you! 

Nebraska Fiction 
A Lantern in Her Hand  Beth Streeter Aldrich (1928) After marrying Will Deal and moving to 
Nebraska, Abbie endures the difficulties of frontier life and raises her children to pursue the 
ambitions that were once her own.  

O Pioneers! Willa Cather (1913) A fiercely independent young Swedish immigrant girl inherits 
her father’s farm in Nebraska. Alexandra fights long and hard to transform her father’s patch of 
raw, wind-blasted prairie into a highly profitable business – midst love, murder, greed, failure 
and triumph.  

The Meaning of Names: A Novel Karen Gettert Shoemaker (2014) Set in 1918 in the farm 
country of north central Nebraska, this is the story of Gerda Vogel, an American of German 
descent, who must find the strength to keep her family safe from the effects of war and the 
worst plaque the world has ever seen. 

The Gypsy in my Soul Christine Harris (2009) A gripping wartime story (WW II) of love, loss, 
hope and survival. Seamlessly moving from the turbulent 1940s to the 1980s, the book creates 
a riveting portrait of one woman’s devotion to family – and to uncovering the truth.  

Goodnight Nebraska Tom McNeal (2009) At the age of 17, Randall Hunsacker shoots his 
mother's boyfriend, steals a car and comes close to killing himself. His second chance lies in a 
small Nebraska farm town – Goodnight - a place so ingrown and provincial that Randall calls it 
"Sludgeville"-until he starts thinking of it as home.  

Nebraska – Non-Fiction 
This Death By Drowning William Kloefkorn (2001) The first volume in William Kloefkorn's 
four-part memoir which, when completed, will cover the four elements: water, fire, earth, and air. 
This is a memoir with a difference—an artfully assembled collection of reminiscences, each 
having something to do with water. 

More Than Winning Tom Osborne & John Roberts (2009) At age twenty-eight, when Tom 
Osborne agreed to join Bob Devaney’s full-time coaching staff at the University of Nebraska, he 
resolved to be a head coach by the time he reached age thirty-five. Little did he know that this 
goal would chart his course toward becoming one of the nation’s premier football coaches. Six 
years later in 1972, Devaney named Osborne as head coach of the Nebraska Cornhuskers. 

A Warrior of the People Joe Starita (2016) The story of how Susan La Flesche overcame racial 
and gender inequality to become America’s first Indian doctor.  



The Middle of Everywhere: The World’s Refugees Come to Our Town Mary Pipher (2002)  This 
book takes us beyond the headlines, into the hearts and homes of refugees from around the 
world. Her stories bring to us the complexity of cultures we must come to understand in these 
times. (Harcourt is donating a portion of the proceeds from this book to the Pipher Refugee 
Relief Fund of the Lincoln Action Project.) 

Valentines Ted Kooser (2015) This is a collection of Valentine pocket poems the author sent to 
hundreds of people over a period 20 years. In his words they were “written with pleasure and 
meant for the reader’s fun.” 

Horizons/Other Recommendations 
Girls Like Us: Fighting For a World Where Girls are Not for Sale: A Memoir Rachel Lloyd 
(2011) Rachel Lloyd’s riveting survivor story is the true tale of her hard-won escape from the 
commercial sex industry and her bold founding of GEMS, New York City’s Girls Education and 
Mentoring Service, to help countless other young girls escape "the life." Lloyd’s unflinchingly 
honest memoir is a powerful and unforgettable story of inhuman abuse, enduring hope, and the 
promise of redemption. 

Trail of Hope and Terror: Testimonials on Immigration Miguel A De La Torre (2009) A 
conversation on the challenges of immigration that includes the voices of recent immigrants, the 
documented and undocumented. A combination of analysis, story, and artistic expression opens 
up the complexities of immigration for all Christians. The goal is to initiate a civil conversation 
that can replace the politics of fear that now dominates discussions of immigration. 

In Our Backyard: Human Trafficking in America and What We Can do to Stop It Nita Bells 
(2015) The human trafficker is no respecter of faith, education, or socioeconomic status, and 
even kids who are raised in solid families in middle and upper class suburbs can fall victim. 
Likewise, labor trafficking happens in our cities, neighborhoods, and rural areas. Nita Belles 
helps concerned parents, friends, teachers, law enforcement, government officials, and other 
leaders understand all forms of trafficking, identify risk factors, and take practical steps to keep 
their loved ones and neighbors safe from predators. 

Seeking Refuge: On the Shores of the Global Refugee Crisis Stephan Bauman, Matthew 
Sorens, Dr. Issam Smeir (2016) Drawing from history, public policy, psychology, many personal 
stories, and their own unique Christian worldview, the authors offer a nuanced and compelling 
portrayal of the plight of refugees and the extraordinary opportunity we have to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

she:robed & wordless Lou Ella Hickman (2015)  The author - a widely published poet and 
Catholic nun-invites us to listen to the words of the women in the Bible, who encountered grace 
and sins, joys and sorrows, life and death. With empathy and language, Hickman opens up for 
us what might have transpired in the minds and hearts of these women. 
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