
COUNCIL OF HOMESTEAD PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

July 21, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Council of Homestead Presbytery was held on Thursday, July 21, 

2016, at 9:30 A.M. at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, the moderator being in the 

chair and the stated clerk present.  

Members present: (E = excused; P = present; A = absent) 

 Teaching elders 

  A-Jon Ashley 

  P-Ellen Davis 

  P-Carl Eskridge 

  P-Steven Piper 

  P-Melodie Jones Pointon 

  P-Raymond Meester, stated clerk 

  E-Katie Barrett Todd (Joined the business meeting via teleconference) 

  P-Richard Wyatt, executive presbyter. 

 Ruling elders 

  P-Dave Barnhouse 

P-Maggie Horak 

P-Steve Pointon 

  P-Cheryl Rennick, treasurer 

 

 Members (non-ordained) 

  P-Kylie Meter 

Ruling elder Maggie Horak led the opening prayer and worship. 

 

A quorum was declared present. 

 

The agenda was approved as amended. 

 

Ruling Elder Kris Peterson, Congregational Resource Coordinator, reported on the process 

concerning the online church directory. There are concerns about how long it is taking to 

transition to the new directory. It was approved to delay switching over to the new online 

directory until we receive information about other church database programs such as ACS. 

 

The minutes of the April 21, 2016 Council Meeting and of the May 19, 2016 stated meeting of 

Homestead Presbytery were approved with corrections. 

 

The stated clerk, teaching elder Raymond Meester reported.  

 

Teaching elder Richard Wyatt, Executive Presbyter, reported. ELCA pastor Martha Atkins was 

installed in the Niobrara/Verdel Presbyterian as she serves both the ELCA and Presbyterian 

Church in Niobrara. The Verdel Church building was to be sold, but the buyers backed out. 

Tecumseh Presbyterian Church is closing and has been trying to sell the church. There was 



interest from a funeral home, however they backed out because the expense to update the 

building. The Fairbury/Steele City Church yoke is having a difficult time finding a pastor.  

 

Moderator of Homestead Presbytery, teaching elder Ellen Davis reported on her activities. 

 

The following committees reported: 

 Ruling elder Scott Eveland reported for the Business and Finance Committee. The 2017 

budget was presented. In order to balance the budget, some line items were cut and the 

proposed salary raise was cut from 2% to 1%.  

 Teaching elder Steve Piper reported for the Committee on Ministry. An update was 

given on pastoral transitions.  

 Teaching elder Melodie Jones Pointon reported for Preparation for Ministry. The 

committee has decided that the committee will NOT utilize Whitworth College’s lay 

pastor training program. The committee continues to utilize the ELM program for 

training commissioned ruling elders.  

 There was no report from the Nominating Committee.  

 Teaching elder Carl Eskridge reported for the Personnel Committee. A new 

Communications Specialist will begin work August 2 at the presbytery office.  

 There was no report from Programs and Grants.  

 Ruling elder Maggie Horak reported for Presbyterian Women. She reported on the 

Synod PW gathering at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. She shared that PW plans to affect 

some change concerning the alcohol abuse at White Clay. She shared concerns about the 

fact that many of the Indian children are born with fetal alcohol syndrome and there is a 

high rate of suicide on the reservations. 

 Kylie Meter reported for council committee working on establishing the standing new 

worshipping community committee. They are moving on finding people to serve on the 

standing committee. She gave an update on their work.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Ruling elder Steve Pointon led in prayer for the youth attending the Presbyterian Youth 

Triennium at Purdue University. There was discussion about the funding for sending our youth 

to the triennium, particularly those who cancelled. 

Council approved that the council will cover whatever shortfall there be for the 2016 Youth 

Triennium Homestead delegation and have the Business and Finance Committee explore unused 

funds, including the General Assembly line items for the Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk, 

to help meet the shortfall. The vote was unanimous. 

Council expressed sincere thanks for the work of the registrar and the other adults who 

volunteered their time for the 2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Concerning the confusion about the presbytery’s Pentecost Offering, since it has the same name 

and was received at the same time as the PCUSA Pentecost Offering. The suggestion was to 

rename the offering and schedule it at another time. Council approved suggesting to the 

presbytery that the presbytery remove the presbytery’s Pentecost Offering from the Manual of 



Operations. Council approved suggesting to the presbytery that we receive a Worshiping 

Community Development Offering during the month of August, beginning in 2017, to support 

new church development and new worshiping communities. 

 

Council has a vacancy and the Nominating Committee is working on nominees. 

 

Council approved that Homestead Presbytery continue its participation in the Quad Presbytery 

Consortium. 

 

Council approved that the offering for the August, 2016 Presbytery meeting with Missouri River 

Valley Presbytery go to Camp Calvin Crest. If MRV is in agreement, it will all go to CCC. If 

MRV is not in agreement, 50% will go to CCC. 

 

Next council meeting, will be at Westminster Church, Lincoln, October 20, 2016, Piper.9:30. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 12:23 with prayer led by teaching elder Steve  

 

Raymond Meester, Stated Clerk 


