
COUNCIL OF HOMESTEAD PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

January 11,2016 

The regular meeting of the Council of Homestead Presbytery was held on Monday, January 11, 

2016, at 9:50 A.M. at Eastridge Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, the moderator being in the chair 

and the stated clerk present. Moderator Steven Pointon opened the meeting with prayer and a 

devotion. 

Members present: (E = excused; P = present; A = absent) 

 Teaching elders 

  E-Jon Ashley 

  E-Ellen Davis 

  P-Carl Eskridge 

  E-Steven Piper 

  P-Melodie Jones Pointon 

  P-Raymond Meester, stated clerk 

  P-Katie Barrett Todd (Joined the business meeting via teleconference) 

  P-Richard Wyatt, executive presbyter. 

 Ruling elders 

  P-Dave Barnhouse 

P-Maggie Horak 

P-Steve Pointon 

  P-Cheryl Rennick, treasurer 

 

 Members (non-ordained) 

  P-Kylie Peterson 

After introductions, Kris Peterson led an orientation concerning the various resources and forms, 

and updated the council on the new Homestead Presbytery app.  

Council recessed for lunch. 

The business meeting portion began at 12:50 PM 

With teaching elder Katie Todd joining via teleconference, members introduced themselves. 

The Agenda was approved. 

The minutes of the October 15, 2016 Council meeting, and the minutes of the November 19, 

2016 Presbytery meeting were approved. 

STAFF REPORTS 

Teaching elder Raymond Meester, stated clerk: Session records reviews are in process as two 

of the gatherings were cancelled due to weather and will be scheduled soon. It is time for the 

sessions to submit their annual statistical reports online.  

Teaching elder Richard Wyatt, presbytery executive: Updates were given on transitions with 

churches in the presbytery and reported on deaths in clergy families. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 



Business and Finance: Not all of the vacancies on this committee have been filled. The 2014 

audit will be presented to the February 2016 presbytery meeting. 

Committee on Ministry: Two retirements will be acted upon at the February 2016 presbytery 

meeting. 

Committee on Preparation of Ministry: There was some discussion about churches being 

served by non-Presbyterian pastors or lay leaders. The Committee also is working with ruling 

elders working toward being commissioned ruling elders. 

Nominating: No report 

Personnel: There was some discussion on the current status and plans for a presbytery secretary. 

Programs and Grants: Clergy and Family M&M has been reconstituted with teaching elder 

Katie Todd as moderator 

Presbyterian Women: Reported on upcoming Presbytery PW events 

New Worshiping Communities (committee of council): The committee has not met since 

before the November Presbytery meeting. They are working on establishing the job description, 

etc. for the new worshiping communities standing committee. 

Based on requests from the various committees and individuals, the following time periods were 

assigned for the February 20, 2016 stated presbytery meeting: 

 Business and Finance: 5 minutes 

 Committee on Ministry: 20 minutes 

 Committee on Preparation for Ministry: 0 minutes 

 Nominating Committee: 5 minutes 

 Personnel Committee: 0 minutes 

 Presbyterian Women: 5 minutes 

 Programs & Grants: 20 minutes 

 Council: 5 minutes 

 Treasurer: 5 minutes 

 EP: 5 minutes 

 New Worshiping Communities: 5 minutes-report under Council 

 Ruling elder Gina Meester, Heritage Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, to report on the GA 

level boards and committees on which she serves: the Presbyterian Mission Agency 

board and the GA Advocacy Committee for Women’s Concerns-5 minutes 

The offering at the February 2016 presbytery meeting was designated for Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was discussion about the structuring of the presbytery meetings, such as length of 

meetings, frequency of meetings, the role of worship and the educational hours, and the distances 

involved in traveling. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Dates and time of the council meetings for 2016, will be April 21, July 21, and October 20, 9:30 

AM at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Lincoln. 



Council adjourned at 3:40 p.m. with prayer by teaching elder Richard Wyatt. 

 

Raymond Meester, Stated Clerk 


