
COUNCIL OF HOMESTEAD PRESBYTERY MINUTES 

October 15, 2015 

The Council of Homestead Presbytery met in a regular meeting on Thursday, October 15, 2015 

at 10:05 a.m., Westminster Presbyterian Church, Lincoln. Teaching Elder Ellen Davis, council 

moderator, called the meeting to order. The opening prayer and devotions were led by the 

moderator.  

Members present: 

 Teaching elders 

  P-Cathy Allen 

  E-Jon Ashley 

  P-Melodie Jones Pointon 

  P-Duane Westing 

  P-Ellen Davis 

  P-Raymond Meester, stated clerk 

  E-Richard Tiggelaar 

  P-Richard Wyatt, executive presbyter. 

 Ruling elders 

  P-Dave Barnhouse 

  P-Patricia Brownawell 

  P-Cheryl Rennick 

  P-Roger Shoemaker 

  P-Joie Taylor 

 E-Kylie Peterson 

   

Members answered the question: Who in the presbytery would you like to celebrate for their 

accomplishment, their gifts, some action on their part for the good of all? 

The Agenda was amended and approved. 

The minutes of the July 26, 2015 Council meeting, and the minutes of the August 21 and 22, 

2015 Presbytery meeting were approved. 

The stated clerk, teaching elder Raymond Meester reported on the recent polity conference at 

Portland, Oregon. Session records reviews are in process. He shared a concern about the number 

of churches that have not submitted their statistical reports to GA, do not have their session 

records reviewed, and do not submit the terms of calls of the pastors. 

Ruling elder Cheryl Rennick, presbytery treasurer, reported. Council approved that Homestead 

Presbytery contract with the Synod of Lakes and Prairies to do the bookkeeping for the 

presbytery. 

It was also approved that at the time of moving our books to the Synod, we add two (2) of their 

people also to our signature cards. Names to be determined at a later date. 

Council then approved that Raymond Meester as a signatory on the Presbytery bank accounts. 



Teaching elder Richard Wyatt, presbytery executive, reported. The staff position of 

secretary/bookkeeper has been separated. (As acted on earlier, the bookkeeping will be done by 

the Synod of Lakes and Prairies.) This leaves a secretary position for ten (10) hours a week. 

Council was encouraged to get the word out about this position. The Presbyterian/Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America yokes in Lyons and in Niobrara are searching for pastors. The 

congregation in Walthill will stop having regular worship services and hope to transition to a 

new worshiping community among the Indians of the area. The 2014 General Assembly acted to 

reduce the number of synods. However, the synods are unwilling to do so and that will be 

reported to the 2016 General Assembly. 

Kris Peterson shared information about a mobile app proposal for Homestead Presbytery through 

Xpressive Mobile Marketing. The initial cost is $895, after one year there will be $30 per month 

subscription. Council approved the proposal and directed Kris Peterson to chair a task force to 

implement the app. Council will evaluate the effectiveness of this program in October 2016. The 

$895 for the first year will be paid out of leftover funds from unspent 2014 General Assembly 

expenses for the presbytery executive and stated clerk. 

Ruling elder Roger Shoemaker, presbytery moderator, reported. He expressed concern about the 

decreasing attendance at presbytery meetings. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Programs and Grants report was presented by ruling elder Cheryl Rennick. Programs and Grants 

wants 45 minutes at the next presbytery meeting for each M&M to present an oral report. 

Joie Taylor reported on the ministry of Presbyterian Women. They are working on changes 

within PW. 

Teaching elder Duane Westing reported on behalf of the Personnel Committee. They recently 

reviewed all of the staff and they were all positive. The 2016 staff salaries were approved. They 

are also suggesting some changes in the manual that will eventually come before the presbytery. 

These include the position description for the stated clerk and a new process for the hiring of 

support staff. 

Nominating Committee report was presented by teaching elder Richard Wyatt, executive 

presbyter. 

Teaching elder Cathy Allen, moderator of the Committee on Ministry reported. The Committee 

is working on a bereavement policy, Ray McCalla has requested transfer of his membership to 

Arkansas Presbytery, they are also working on a policy that would prohibit interims from 

becoming installed pastors except in extreme cases, standardizing some forms used for call 

forms, and an update on some of the pastors and churches. 

Business and Finance is recommending the presbytery stay with GuideOne insurance. 

It was reported that Calvin Crest Camp, Conference, and Retreat Center has a deficit of about 

$100,000. There is a concern about cash flow and deferred maintenance. They are behind in their 

payroll. The camp is working on marketing higher utilization of the facilities. Motion approved 

that presbytery contact the camp regarding an audit and if the camp cannot afford it, it will come 

out of the presbytery’s unbudgeted funds. 

OLD BUSINESS 



Teaching Elder Ellen Davis reported on the work toward a committee job description for a 

Standing Committee on Church Development and Redevelopment. Motion was approved to send 

the revised document to presbytery for their approval. 

NEW BUSINESS 

The offering for the November presbytery meeting will go to PDA for the flood victims in South 

Carolina. 

Council worked on the docket for the November 19, 2015 stated meeting of the presbytery at the 

Federated Church, Columbus, NE. The following committees requested time for the meeting: 

 Business and Finance: 5 minutes 

 Committee on Ministry; 15 minutes 

 Committee on Preparation for Ministry: 5 minutes 

 Nominating Committee: 20 minutes 

 Personnel Committee: 10 minutes 

 Presbyterian Women: 5 minutes 

 Programs & Grants: 45 minutes-first in meeting 

 Kris Peterson requested time: 30 minutes for app presentation 

 Triennium Youth presentation: 15 minutes 

 Council: 10 minutes 

A note will be included in the docket that during lunch money will be received for two cents a 

meal program. 

Joys and concerns were shared. 

Council adjourned at 1:21 p.m. with prayer by teaching elder Cathy Allen.  


