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PER CAPITA IS NOT ATAXORA
MEMBERSHIP FEE

Many congregations are a buzz about making their
"Per Capita" payment. Many may think this is just
another word for a tax or membership fee, but it is
important to understand why this is not the
case. If "Per Capita" were a tax, there would be a
penalty for not paying it. Or if it were a
membership fee, then if you didn't pay it, you
would not be able to be a member of the
Presbyterian Church. Instead, "Per Capita" is
a voluntary contribution by a congregation to the
Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly. But if
it is voluntary, why should you pay it? Let me

try to explain.

Each year the Presbytery, Synod, and General
Assembly determines its financial needs for
ecclesiastical expenses (staffing, office expenses,
etc), and then spreads that expense as a
requested assessment from each church, based
on the number of church members in each church.
These  governmental units provide the
organizational structure, resources and leadership
to make our ministry present throughout the World.
Each church is asked to pay the total per
capita payment to the Presbytery, which then
distributes the payments among the three
recipients. Even if a local church does not pay that
church's per capita assessment, the Presbytery
makes the payment to the Synod and General
Assembly. By sharing these ecclesiastical
expenses each dollar given in support of mission,
special offerings, and ministry programs can be
applied directly to that cause.

One of the strengths of the Presbyterian Church
USA (PC (USA)) is that it is a connectional
church. Everyday your congregation joins together

Mission Yearbook of Prayer

FriendlyPresbyterianChurches.org

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Synod of Lakes and Prairies

Homestead Presbytery

| Love my Presbyterian Church

Calvin Crest Camp & Conference
Center

Find us on Facebook

Scotland Pilgrimage 2016

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1120340929437&format=htmI|&printFrame=true

13


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8egsDkPty2SK0vGsD5WrTLeLgjHqScpghyzga-czZTZbjqacapRtUmTXkZ_3QjkZh519pzLvVtuHo8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8eg3pV51mZUBA0VKJ6tb_74AjVkR-TYBWC7ILEZdNKvYrY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8eg3pV51mZUBA1Uz8npjtRhdl4WP6W42ztZhZEu0zEciD4ERhGBjq9shw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8eg3pV51mZUBA0Ach4IgFubyAAbvoKiKjw075f1z8Juu70=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8egsDkPty2SK0vGsD5WrTLeLgjHqScpghyzB-roYzOr_rrDTBT6XBBEIQixqXo5pZdvvfMdQlOz-bc0VxkIbCGgiMfNDdUTGoZMgf8xmS6Esbc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8eg3pV51mZUBA3YAt6JGf7807GbyPBWtLxElXYHTFSVkfs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8eg3pV51mZUBA35CBTJONjksVz7GI3Rm8qKGOTHgDDa5OzdX3BYDoN5eNvZq9D3YNtyToXx5icD1gZ4t7a1JbPzrSN0yjKaMsXjMDr6ZMvLn1pMdaWABBLPO5PhCKRvX5GRFYzlZ7M78LzLhJ-xTETPoQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8eg3pV51mZUBA1XdcI5FqphvrPOmHCza-vEY8WUWitsMsWJxumB1jh2_2mNJja3yIQ5EjsNBGc6u3H7YyKCZNlf1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuLjSOiW4IgKe8FWis1L3_HuX9UBWtJ-LRMjIF-HnEPU6qOM5sFMHi12OuvRK8eg3pV51mZUBA1eD-ifeeUpGZTfxhLonOWofItlr91Td7TxJCuDS24EVhtU31WRKcGp

3/9/2015 Latest Edition of The Homesteader

with  the more than 2.5 million fellow
Presbyterians, in 16 Synods, 173 Presbyteries and
over 11,000 congregations in a shared ministry.
Congregations who submit their per capita are
witnessing through their actions support of our
connectional nature. They understand they do not
stand alone and want to join in with other
congregations to be an active part of the PC
(USA). While we are separated by region or by
distance, Presbyterians still view themselves as a
single body, faithfully sharing our resources at all
levels of the church.

Blessing Opportunity 2 corinthians 9:7-8
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Summit

Featuring:

Anna Carter Florence
William Henry Willimon
Bill Tenny Britton

All Denominations i
Welcome! :

Cl:-st:

$75 Earlybird by March 15;
$95 March.16 - April 11

&c at the door

More Info or Register:
friendlypresbyterianchurches.org
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