
The Council of Homestead Presbytery, meeting at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, 

Nebraska was called to order on Thursday, April 24, at 10:30 AM. Ruling Elder Roger 

Shoemaker opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. 

Council members present were: 

Ruling Elder Dave Barnhouse-at large member 

Ruling Elder Cheryl Rennick-treasurer 

Ruling Elder Roger Shoemaker-council moderator 

Ruling Elder Joie Taylor-Presbyterian Women 

Teaching Elder Cathy Allen-Committee on Ministry 

Teaching Elder Neal Allen-Nominating Committee 

Teaching Elder Raymond Meester-stated clerk 

Teaching Elder Jim McNeal-presbytery moderator 

Teaching Elder Richard Wyatt-executive presbyter 

 

Council members excused were: 

Ruling Elder Vicki Fleming-at large member 

Ruling Elder Pat Brownawell- at large member 

Ruling Elder Nancy Leavitt-Personnel 

Ruling Elder Jeannie Giles-Committee on Preparation for Ministry 

 

Council members absent: 

Teaching Elder Richard Tiggelaar-Business & Finance 

 

“Grace notes,” were shared. 

 

The Agenda was approved 

 

The minutes of the February 15, 2014 stated meeting of Homestead Presbytery were approved; 

and the minutes of the January 12-13, 2014 Council meeting were approved with minor 

corrections. 

 

Teaching Elder Raymond Meester, Stated Clerk, reported that First Presbyterian Church in 

Tekamah, extended an invitation to host the May 21, 2015 stated meeting. Council accepted the 

invitation. He also reported that the 2014 minutes of Homestead Presbytery were approved with 

exceptions.  

 

Teaching Elder Richard Wyatt, Executive Presbyter, gave his report.  

 Presbytery Pentecost offering will be publicized throughout the Presbytery.  

 There is an opportunity to experience a video meeting of John Knox Presbytery on 

November 15, 2014. Presbytery members are encouraged to attend, as it may be an 

option for Homestead. 

 The Church Growth Conference will be at Westminster Church, Lincoln in a few days.  

 Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska may be closing soon.  

 Reminded council members that the Presbytery office has changed its address.  

 Planning improvements for the presbytery website.  



 Heritage & Good Shepherd received sizable bequests. 

 Norfolk is looking at PIFs.  

 Niobrara and Verdel are thinking about participating in a larger parish.  

 The Lyons church is considering sharing a pastor with a local ELCA church.  

 The Craig Parish is looking for pastor. 

 Hickman, Wahoo, and Schuyler are in various phases of a pastoral search.  

 Dean Ross, who is an Assembly of God pastor in Walthill, and who has been serving the 

Presbyterian Church in Walthill, is considering membership as a teaching elder in the 

PCUSA. 

The Council’s ad hoc nominating committee (Roger Shoemaker, Dave Barnhouse, and Jeanne 

Giles) nominated for the Presbytery Nominating Committee the following persons: Teaching 

Elder Jimmy Shelbourn (Beatrice First), Class of 2015; and Ruling Elder Charles Noren 

(Hickman), Class of 2014. These persons will be nominated to the presbytery for election by the 

presbytery. 

As of yet there are no applications for the Outstanding Homesteader Award. 

 

Committee on Ministry reported that the MIF for Eastridge was approved. Permission was given 

for the Wahoo First Presbyterian Church to form a PNC after having their mission study 

approved. The Craig Parish MIF was approved online. A new policy requiring churches of the 

Presbytery to provide insurance for the teaching elders AND their families for full family 

coverage will be presented to the Presbytery for approval. Exceptions will be made for 

extenuating circumstances. And a new policy for severance pay for pastoral positions that are 

dissolved will be presented to the presbytery for approval.  

 

Business and Finance reported that the 2011 audit will be completed soon and work will begin 

on the 2012 and 2013 audit. Ruling Elder Cheryl Rennick reminded committees to forward their 

budget requests for 2015.  

 

Nominating Committee reported on their progress. 

 

CPM reported that the committee has taken Steve Pointon under care upon transfer from St. 

Andrew Presbytery. Candidate Katie Jasa has accepted a call from First Presbyterian Church, 

Omaha.  

Council adjourned for lunch. 

 

The Task Force for new policy concerning choosing GA commissioners has not yet met to act. 

They have received policies and procedures from other presbyteries. 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was approved, and the Council adjourned with prayer by Ruling 

Elder Roger Shoemaker at 1:10 p.m. 

 


