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Dear Kris                             Homesteader Print Version 
Please share this with other members of your congregation - You are welcome to use it as a Sunday bulletin
insert, forward as an email, print copies OR include all or part of it in your own church newsletter.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY MEETING

Michele Williamson, Executive Director of Lincoln/Lancaster Habitat for
Humanity met with area Presbyterians to discuss mission possibilities. A
Task Force has been formed, and news and new opportunities will be
announced soon. Thank you to Nan De Vries and Leanne Masters
(along with Ron Bump & Bill Janike) for organizing this time together.

  

 

All Youth Invited
to Summer Missions
Camp four work days (5-6

hours ea) and a
Sabbath/Free Day at the
end of the week. Work
sites/projects are lined up
with help from the Y's
Volunteer Coordinator. 

Where: Estes Park, CO.

 YMCA Camp of The
Rockies 

When: June 2-8, 2014          

            More Info

Related Links

Mission Yearbook of Prayer 
View daily online for free
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                Something Amazing by Leanne Masters

Every year, it is the responsibility of the local church to provide training for
those who are called to serve as officers on the boards of the church. This
training is to provide a framework of understanding of the ministries of
those offices and boards, and to set us all in the right direction as we seek
to serve our churches.

This training varies widely from church to church, ranging from cursory
("Here, read the Book of Order") to intense (multiple weeks of several
hour long lectures detailing the work of the church). Sometimes, a church
doesn't feel like it has the resources available to provide adequate training
for its officers, and so does nothing at all.

Out of a desire to provide in depth, yet not cumbersome or boring, training
for our officers, four churches partnered to sponsor a joint training event,
a day where we could come together to talk about what it means to serve
the church through the ministries of Session and Deacons, and discuss
ways and means to go about it. Along the way, leadership from these four
churches were joined in the planning by leadership from several other
churches and Homestead Presbytery as we worked together to provide a
quality training event that would enrich and embolden those who were
called to serve in these specific ways.

And, so on January 11th, over 85 Deacons, Ruling Elders and Teaching
Elders from around Homestead Presbytery (with some additional
leadership from West Virginia!) came together at Southern Heights for
the First Annual Homestead Presbytery Officer Training.

The day was a great celebration of ministry and community, as we
gathered around tables, discussed and discerned how God was calling us
to serve our individual churches through the ministries and the work of our
offices.  

This event, I believe, is a prime example of exactly what a Presbytery is
all about.

Most often, when we think about "Presbytery", we think about the
quarterly meetings of commissioners who gather together to debate and
discuss and vote on business and polity matters. Frequently, when we
think about "Presbytery", we think about the staff and structure of our
polity.  But, a Presbytery is more than meetings and committees. It is
more than staff and polity.

A Presbytery is people.

Musicians
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More specifically, a Presbytery is the collection of people, as represented
by the individual Presbyterian churches in a region, who all come together
to share in a common, collaborative ministry. A ministry that we cannot
accomplish on our own, but that we can work together to build and create
into something amazing in our area.

A ministry that manifests itself in ways like a joint training event, where
officers from churches across the region are strengthened in their ability
to engage in ministry in their own community. A ministry that manifests
itself in ways like a commonly held camp, where children, youth, and even
adults, can come together to learn and grow in faith, love, and knowledge
of God. A ministry that manifests itself in ways like financial and
structural support of churches of all sizes, in whatever situation they find
themselves in, so that they can be a great witness to Christ's love in their
own unique and amazing ways. A ministry that manifests itself in the
building up and supporting of the work and ministries of individual
churches.

I am proud to be a part of a church structure which allows for, and
encourages, this kind of shared ministry. I am honored to be able to work
in collaboration with our sisters and brothers across the Presbytery to
accomplish great things. And I am excited for the collective support that
we give to the work of the Presbytery and for the collective support that
engages and encourages us in the things that we are doing here at
Southern Heights, and that you do in your congregations.
      

 
Tell us what's going on in the life of your congregation or ministry -

Church news, event promotion, mission articles and photos are all welcome!   
Please submit articles to Jessica at hpoffice@homesteadpres.org 

or mail to 8300 East Pointe Rd. Lincoln, NE 68506
Contact Information
Congregational Resource Coordinator, Kris Peterson 
Homestead Presbytery office, Jessica Kottmeyer
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