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Homesteader
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Dear Kris                             Homesteader Print Version 
Please share this with other members of your congregation - You are welcome to use it as a Sunday bulletin insert,
forward as an email, print copies OR include all or part of it in your own church newsletter.

HOMESTEAD PRESBYTERY CELEBRATIONS!
     

On Sunday, Jan. 19th, the Verdel Presbyterian
congregation honored Evelyn Lanman. Evelyn is
retiring as Treasurer after 51 years of service.

  

All Youth Invited
to Summer Missions
Camp four work days (5-6

hours ea) and a
Sabbath/Free Day at the
end of the week. Work
sites/projects are lined up
with help from the Y's
Volunteer Coordinator. 

Where: Estes Park, CO.

 YMCA Camp of The
Rockies 

When: June 2-8, 2014          

            More Info

Related Links

Mission Yearbook of Prayer 
View daily online for free

 

FriendlyPresbyterianChurches.org

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Synod of Lakes & Prairies
 

More About Homestead
Presbytery

 Statistics/Info

The scoop on Per Capita 

 

Homestead Presbytery

 I Love My Presbyterian Church

Calvin Crest Camp &
Conference Center

Presbyterian Association of
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Norfolk First Presbyterian surprised
Pastor Kathy Keener-Han with a

video and cake to honor her for the
25th anniversary of her ordination. 

 
  

 

10 Ways to Serve Your Pastors Wife
jasonjohnsonblog.com

 
Being a pastor's wife is a great honor that often comes at a high
cost. While it can be incredibly rewarding it can also be very, very hard. 

I've obviously never been a pastor's wife but I have been married to one
for almost 12 years. Much of what I will say has been learned by
watching her handle the role with dignity, strength and grace - and while it
has been filled with many great joys, it has also not gone without its
difficulties.  
 
In a role that is often too much for one woman to bear there is incredible
opportunity to serve a pastor's wife in ways that offer her honor, strength
and a deep sense of support and encouragement. While the list could be a
mile long, here's 10 ways to practically, relationally, emotionally and
spiritually serve your friend and fellow church member who happens to be
married to your pastor:

1) Offer to babysit...for FREE.
Encourage her and her husband to go out on date nights. Listen for those
announcements at church about events that are coming up that he has to
be involved with...ask her if you can babysit so she can go with him if she
wants.
2) Help her with the kids on Sunday.

Musicians
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Most pastor's wives are single moms on Sundays. Go to her home and
help get the kids ready and out the door. Or, at least coordinate a meeting
time in the church parking lot and help her unload the kids and check them
into their classes.
3) Don't talk about "church business" when you hang out. 
Just hang out. Her husbands's career, her home and likely most of her
social life all revolve around the church - its people and its activities. Be
the break she needs from all of that. Let her bring up church stuff only if
she wants to.   
4) Accept the fact that she is not perfect.
She is a normal wife, mom, woman and follower of Jesus just like anyone
else. Her spiritual life is not necessarily easier because her husband is a
pastor - it may actually be harder. She struggles and grows and needs
grace just like you do.
5) Let her decide where she wants to serve.
Don't project your expectations on her. Her primary calling is to her
family, not the church. Her responsibility is to fulfill that role, and then, like
anyone else, be faithful in identifying where God would have her use her
gifts and serve the church. 
6) Support her husband...your pastor.
Help make her husband's job of leading and serving the church lighter, not
heavier - support her by supporting him. He will be criticized, accused and
beat up at times - and she will feel it, deeply. Be an encouragement to him,
for both their sakes. 
7) Stand in her first line of defense.
Guard her from people and things that are life-stealing, not life-giving. She
is often pulled in different directions by different people wanting different
things from her. Make sure her soul is poured into (not just pulled from)
and her time is protected.
8) Be her friend by letting her be yours.
Introduce her to others as your friend, not as your pastor's wife - it helps
her feel connected to you, not used by you. She is not defined by her
husband's job but carries her own name, identity and desire to be known
deeply as a woman and friend.
9) Love her more than you love (or hate) the church.
Many pastor's wives struggle to grow deep relationships out of fear that a
friend may eventually leave the church, and in so doing, leave her. Don't
let your level of happiness at church dictate your depth of commitment and
loyalty to her. 
10) Pray for her.
Above all, go before God on her behalf. Her heart and home are uniquely
positioned to suffer severe spiritual attack. Love her well by praying for
her regularly.

      

 
Tell us what's going on in the life of your congregation or ministry -

Church news, event promotion, mission articles and photos are all welcome!   
Please submit articles to Jessica at hpoffice@homesteadpres.org 

or mail to 8300 East Pointe Rd. Lincoln, NE 68506
Contact Information
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Congregational Resource Coordinator, Kris Peterson 
Homestead Presbytery office, Jessica Kottmeyer
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