
HOMESTEAD PRESBYTERY COUNCIL MINUTES 
July 21, 2012 

Heritage Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, NE 

 

Homestead Presbytery Council met at the Heritage Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, NE, on 

Saturday, July 21, 2012.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Ruling Elder Pat Brownawell, Member at Large 

Ruling Elder Scott Eveland, Business and Finance Committee 

Teaching Elder Ellen Davis, Committee on Ministry 

Ruling Elder Vicki Fleming, Member at Large 

Ruling Elder Robin Hadfield, Council Moderator 

Ruling Elder Shirley Hamernik, Member at Large 

Teaching Elder Raymond Meester, Presbytery Stated Clerk 

Teaching Elder Charity Potter, Presbytery Moderator 

Teaching Elder Don Steiner, Presbytery Nominating 

Teaching Elder Richard Wyatt, Executive Presbyter, 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT OR EXCUSED: 

Ruling Elder, Cheryl Rennick, Programs and Grants Committee, Excused 

Ruling Elder Joan Berglund, Presbyterian Women, Excused 

 

Sandra Hilsabeck of Eastridge Presbyterian Church, was granted permission to speak. She 

presented information about her Hope Renewed ministry at Eastridge Presbyterian Church, a 

program for divorced women. 

 

Devotions and opening prayer was led by the Teaching Elder Don Steiner. 

 

Teaching elder Kara James was given voice and vote, as she is in the interim moderator of the 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry. 

 

The group had a time of grace notes, sharing joys and concerns. 

The agenda was approved as amended. 

The minutes of the May 17, 2012 presbytery meeting were approved as corrected, and the 

minutes of the April 28, 2012 Council meeting were approved as corrected.  

STAFF REPORTS: 

In addition to the printed report, Stated Clerk Raymond Meester reported that when Presbytery 

elected at the May 17, 2012 meeting to concur with Overture 089 from Central Nebraska: “On 

Instructing the Board of Pensions to Switch Mental Health Providers;” and to concur with 

Overture 033 from the Presbytery of St Andrew, “On Creating a Committee on Synod 

Boundaries,” it was beyond the GA deadline for presbyteries concurring with overtures. 

He also reported that when temporary members of the presbytery retire, they are no longer 

members of the presbytery. 



Richard Wyatt, Executive Presbyter, reported on his work and current activities. He reports there 

is a good response for Holy Land tour 

Possible nominees for the Nominating Committee were suggested.  

Nominations for the Person of Faith award for the Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska Wall of 

Honor were requested. A process for nominations needs to be established. This assignment was 

temporarily given to the Outstanding Homesteader Award committee. 

Concern was voiced about the delay of the new presbytery website. 

The Olmeca Partnership is being continued by the Hispanic/Latino Commission. In spite of the 

Mexican Presbyterian Church severing ties with PCUSA because of 10A, Olmeca Presbytery 

wants to continue the relationship. Members of Olmeca cannot come to our presbytery because 

of our federal government not giving visas. 

Roger Shoemaker will be given 5 minutes to discuss the Czech, if he wants it. 

There was a discussion about the presbytery guaranteeing payments to Board of Pensions. 

The Council then worked on the agenda for the May 17 presbytery assembly. MRV is requesting 

that we have a split lunch time, with MRV eating in the east dining hall for lunch first. 

Homestead will begin their meeting in the west dining hall while MRV is eating in the east 

dining, and then Homestead will eat lunch. 

The offering at the August presbytery meeting will go to the YAV program for Gina Meester. If 

MRV does not agree to this, then the Homestead’s half will go to the YAV program. 

There was discussion about Saturday meetings of presbytery. One suggestion was that perhaps 

two meetings be on Saturdays, and two be weekday meetings each year. We will evaluate the 

joint August 2012 presbytery meeting at the next council before making a decision concerning 

the dates for 2013. 

Duane Westing from Personnel Committee appeared and was given voice for Council.  

Council moved to go into Executive Session. 

Council then came out of executive session. Council moved to instruct the stated clerk to fulfill 

the requirements of the agreement. 

B&F are working on the financial review for 2011. There will be no audit for 2010 because the 

financial records are a mess, and the 2009 audit is not being accepted. 

B&F presented the 2013 presbytery budget, which will be presented to the Presbytery at its 

August meeting for presbytery’s action. 

Per capita was set for for 2013: Synod: 5.00; GA: 6.87; presbytery: 20.93; for a total of 32.80. 

Council then discussed the agenda and details of the August, 2012 joint meeting with Missouri 

River Valley Presbytery 

Sandra Hilsabeck was given permission to speak about her program at the November presbytery 

meeting, and to have a display table at that presbytery meeting. 

Robin Hadfield made a brief report as a ruling elder commissioner to the 2012 GA. 

Robin Hadfield closed the meeting with prayer. 


